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Equal access to housing is a 

justice principle that has 

touched the nerve of North Shore 

communities and their residents 

for over a century and a half.
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1864
Daniel and Hannah Garnett, the first known “Negro” 

family to have their own home in Evanston. Daniel is a 

boot maker; Hannah listed as “keeping house”

1865
Illinois bars residential segregation, repealing 1853 act 

making it a misdemeanor for a Negro to move to Illinois

1866
The Civil Rights Act of 1886 prohibits discrimination on 

the basis of race in the making of contracts and in the 

ownership of property

1924 house in Evanston near canal and Emerson Street. 
Photo: Courtesy Northwestern University. 

Shorefront Archives
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1880
First black residents, Moses and Anna Scott and 

their son Walter, reside in Winnetka

1882
Jerry Cross, a black resident of Winnetka, is 

employed as a cook. By 1896 he operates Cross’s 

Restaurant and a bicycle repair shop. Later, Cross 

runs a barbershop out of his home and serves on 

the police force from 1910 to 1924 

(Winnetka Historical Society)

1920s Evanston business district near 
Emerson and Greenbay Road. 

Photo: Courtesy Northwestern University. 
Shorefront Archives
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1924
Nathan MacChesney, a prominent Chicago attorney 

and a member of the Chicago Planning 

Commission, drafts an addition to the Code of Ethics 

of the National Association of Real Estate Boards 

that “[forbids] [R]ealtors to introduce members of 

any race or nationality” into neighborhoods where 

their presence would damage property values

1927
MacChesney drafts a model racially restrictive 

covenant for the Chicago Real Estate Board, solely 

targeting “Colored” people

1930s
Federal housing assistance programs during the 

Great Depression begin to address the country’s 

housing crisis Article: Chicago Daily Tribune, Aug. 7, 1913
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1948
Mass meeting in Evanston held on the Evanston 

Land Clearance Program. Part of the discussion 

focuses on the “city’s failure to do anything 

constructive toward housing for Negroes.” 
(Chicago Defender, August 14, pg. 7)

In Shelley vs. Kramer the United States Supreme 

Court rules that enforcement of racially restrictive 

covenants is unconstitutional. The Supreme Court’s 

ruling, however, does not put an end to the problem 

of blacks having equal housing choice

Article: Chicago Daily Tribune, Aug. 7, 1913
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Paralleling the Civil Rights Movement 

that galvanized national leadership, 

local north suburban residents banded 

together to challenge and confront issues 

of housing discrimination against 

“Negroes, Jews and Orientals.” 
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1958
January, Martin Luther King, Jr. visits Beth Emet the Free 

Synagogue in Evanston and speaks on integration. King 

spends the night in the basement of the synagogue 

because nearby hotels won’t allow Negro guests

Private developer, Progress Development Corporation, 

purchases two tracks of land in Deerfield with the 

intention of creating “integrated housing.” After several 

years of community polling and referendums, in a 

decision upheld by the Illinois Supreme Court, the Village 

of Deerfield re-acquires the land and quashes plans to 

build houses and open it to all, including “Negroes”

Martin Luther King, Jr., Orrington Hotel, Evanston, 1963. 
Photo: By Evanston Photographic Studio

Shorefront Archives
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1960
Skokie’s first known black homeowners, the Loves, 

purchase a home from the Baskers, a white family 

advocating racial integration

1961
North Shore Summer Project is born of the efforts of 

several Wilmette women – joined by local clergy and 

activists – working to challenge owners who refuse 

housing to Jews and African Americans

1962 and 1963
Martin Luther King, Jr. returns to Evanston and speaks 

on integration at the Unitarian Church and later at First 

United Methodist Church

1964
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Calhoun and their four children 

become the first black homeowners in Kenilworth 
(“Winnetka: The Biography of a Village” by Caroline T. Harnsberger, 1977)

Photo: Courtesy Walter Calhoun. Appeared in 
the Chicago Sun-Times, Feb 1, 2006
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1965
North Shore Summer Project (NSSP) completes a door-

to-door survey undertaken by dozens of volunteers who 

also participate in vigils and protests outside real estate 

offices. The NSSP study determines that the “segregated 

society of the North Shore - perpetuated and encouraged 

by Realtors - reflects the wishes of only a small 

percentage of North Shore residents.” (August 29, 1965)

On July 25, NSSP holds a major rally attracting close to 

10,000 on the Winnetka Village Green.  Martin Luther 

King, Jr. is the keynote speaker, pushing for equal 

housing on the North Shore

Flyer: Courtesy of University of Illinois 
at Chicago archives.
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1967
Dr. Sherman and Eve Beverly become the first black homeowners in Deerfield. David James, 

attorney and former Tuskegee airman, becomes first black purchaser of a home in Winnetka, 

40 years after Jerry Cross

1968
Skokie is the first community in the State of Illinois to enact a fair housing ordinance and a 

human relations commission to enforce that ordinance

The Federal Fair Housing Act prohibits the following forms of discrimination: refusal to sell or 

rent or advertise a dwelling to any person because of his race, color, religion or national origin

Photo: David James. 
Interfaith Housing 
Center of the Northern 
Suburbs archives

Photo: Eve and Dr. 
Sherman Beverly, 

Oct. 2004. Courtesy 
Interfaith Housing 

Center of the 
Northern Suburbs
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Non-discrimination became the law 

of the land with the passage of the 

federal Fair Housing Act in 1968 and 

subsequent amendments that further 

protected women, people with

disabilities, and people with children.
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1972
“The Inclusive Community: Challenge to Church and 

Synagogue,” an Interfaith Conference on Suburban 

Housing Patterns at North Shore Congregation Israel, 

Glencoe, explores the role of religious leaders with 

regard to the sensitive moral and social issues in 

suburban housing trends on October 15.  

This conference inspires the birth of the North Shore 

Interfaith Housing Council (now Interfaith Housing 

Center of the Northern Suburbs), founded by local 

residents and clergy with the help of the Community 

Renewal Society. The organization is a descendant of 

the North Shore Summer Project

1977 Flyer: Courtesy of the Interfaith 
Housing Center of the Northern Suburbs
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1974
Congress passes the Housing and Community 

Development Act further amending the U.S. Housing Act 

of 1937 to create the Section 8 Voucher Program which 

effectively ends the creation of new public housing. 

The new Community Development Block Grant Program 

funds anti-poverty and fair housing initiatives

The Fair Housing Act adds sex, including sexual 

harrasment, as a protected class

1976
Wilmette approves its first subsidized housing, Gates 

Manor, for the elderly, built on property donated by First 

Congregational, United Church of Christ, Wilmette

Gates Manor, Wilmette Senior Housing: Courtesy of the 
Interfaith Housing Center of the Northern Suburbs
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1980s
The Fair Housing Network – which includes the 

Interfaith Housing Center of the Northern Suburbs – 

connects eight housing resources centers in the 

Chicago region, to promote “affirmative moves” to the 

northern suburbs and integrated neighborhoods

1988
The Fair Housing Act of 1988 amends the Civil Rights Act 

(Title VIII) of 1968 to further prohibit discrimination 

against people with disabilities and families with 

children in sale, rental, or advertising of housing

1989
The City of Evanston fines eight Evanston real estate 

firms named among ten firms found in violation of the 

city’s fair housing act (Evanston Review, Jan. 26)

Brochure on Group Housing: Courtesy of the Interfaith 
Housing Center of the Northern Suburbs

17



1990s
Stemming from a 1989 City of Evanston fair housing investigation, Century 21 Shoreline settles 

in the amount of $200,000 Baird & Warner settles in the amount of $450,000

1991
National Housing Discrimination Study released by HUD, finds that Black and Hispanic 

homeseekers experience some form of discrimination in at least half of their encounters with 

sales and rental agents. There is found no decline in unfavorable treatment of blacks since the 

last similar study in 1977

18



1998
Morton Grove creates a tax increment finance 

(TIF) district that leads to the demolition of motels 

that served as affordable housing for nearly 200 

service workers and cab drivers. The concept of 

the “jobs/housing mismatch,” where low-wage 

jobs are far from low-cost housing, emerges as 

the hot-button regional housing issue

The now demolished Suburban Motel,
Milwaukee Avenue, Morton Grove.

Photo: Courtesy of the Interfaith 
Housing Center of the Northern Suburbs

19



1999
Racially motivated shootings in Chicago, 

Northbrook, and Skokie and the killing of 

Ricky Byrdsong by a white man raised in 

Wilmette, spurs religious leaders to found 

RELATE (Religious Leaders Acting Together for Equality) who 

go on to work on issue of racial profiling by police, teaching 

the value of diversity in local schools, and fair housing

Photo: Illinois Fatherhood Initiative
Book cover: Amazon.com 
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Today, our understanding of fair 

housing recognizes that runaway 

housing prices on the North Shore 

are as much a barrier to living – 

or staying – in this region as acts 

of bigotry and discrimination.
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1999
Two-dozen north suburban agencies and 

congregations host a “North Suburban Housing Issues 

Forum” in Glenview, attracting 225 people and 

effectively putting a face on the complex housing 

issues of the region

2000
KKK stages small protest at the Skokie courthouse. 

Area Human Relations Commissions from Evanston, 

Skokie, Wilmette, and Morton Grove, together with 

RELATE and the NAACP, organize a massive counter-

rally at Niles West High School

Photo: Courtesy of the Interfaith 
Housing Center of the Northern Suburbs
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2001
Highland Park creates an affordable housing trust fund 

financed by a tear down tax.  This suburb also creates 

a community land trust and an inclusionary zoning 

ordinance mandating a set-aside of affordable units in 

all new developments, a first in Illinois

2003
The Illinois Affordable Housing Planning and Appeal Act 

passes the legislature requiring all municipalities to 

increase their affordable housing stock to 10 percent. 

All 49 of the Illinois communities that fall short of the 

10% requirement are in Chicago’s suburbs

2005
April 1 is the deadline for suburbs with less than 10% 

affordable housing to submit plans to the state to 

increase their affordable stock. Glencoe, Highland 

Park, Kenilworth, Morton Grove, Northbrook, Northfield, 

Wilmette, and Winnetka comply
Flyer: Courtesy of the Interfaith 

Housing Center of the Northern Suburbs
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2007
Winnetka school children of Washburne School successfully organize 

support for a monument to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr, dedicated on the 

anniversary of King’s 1965 speech on the Winnetka Village Green and 

erected on the very spot where he spoke.

Photos: Courtesy of the Interfaith 
Housing Center of the Northern Suburbs
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Interfaith Housing Center of the Northern 

Suburbs has been advocating for fair and 

affordable housing since 1972.

620 Lincoln • Winnetka, IL 60093

847/501-5760 • www.interfaithhousingcenter.org

This presentation is supported through the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. The substance and findings of 
the work are dedicated to the public. The author and publisher are solely responsible for the accuracy of the statements and 
interpretations contained in the presentation, which do not necessarily reflect the views of the federal government.

Collects, preserves and educates 

the public about Black history on 

Chicago’s north shore.

P.O. Box 1894 • Evanston, IL 60204

www.shorefrontj.net
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