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DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
June 2019 

 
 
 
STORM WATER 
 
Per the Board of Park Commissioners request, the Village of Wilmette asked the 
engineers of Christopher Burke Engineers and Baxter Woodman Engineers to provide 
alternatives that would lessen the impact on trees at all three parks under consideration 
for underground storm water vaults.  Attached to this report is a memo outlining the 
nature of each alternative by park site, and behind that memo are illustrations of each 
tank.  The consultants will be at the meeting Monday night to present the information 
and take questions from the board.  As a matter of procedure, I want to point out that 
the agenda does not have any items on it that would allow for a vote by the board on 
storm water, so no decisions will be made.  Instead, the board will determine their next 
steps.  The Village has informed me that in order to stay on their schedule, an 
agreement in concept on the tanks will be needed by August so the design work on the 
tanks can progress.  This does not mean a fully written and approved Intergovernmental 
Agreement will be needed in August, but possibly a Memorandum of Understanding 
approved by both boards. 
 
INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION 
 
Activities for this year’s Park District Independence Day Celebration will all be held all 
on one day, July 3rd. The day begins with our reinvented Fun Run, The Yankee Doodle 
Dash, at 8 am.  The run has been converted from the historical 4 mile run to a standard 
5k run.  Participation had declined drastically over the past several years so we are 
hoping that with the more standard distance, and the addition of food trucks and drinks, 
the event will become an event the community partakes in more.   
 
Later in the day, the Independence Day celebration comes to life at 4 p.m. At this time, 
the Sports, Games and Rides open up for the children who wish to partake in the fun. 
Also at 4 p.m., the food vendors will begin selling food. The food vendors only accept 
cash so please remember to bring more than just credit cards. At 4:30 p.m., the Festival 
Stage will begin its program and run through the start of the fireworks. At 6:30 p.m., the 
roving entertainers will begin making their way around the park and entertain people 
until 8:30 p.m. As darkness falls, somewhere around 9:30 p.m., we will light off the 
fireworks. Once the fireworks conclude, the Festival Stage will once again start up with 
music as people find their way out of the park. 
 
Pace will again provide bus service ($4.50 eastbound and includes a return trip ticket) 
beginning at 4 p.m. (4 to 6 p.m. every 10 minutes; 6 to 9 p.m. every 5 minutes). The last 
bus after the fireworks will leave at approximately at 11 p.m.  
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SUMMER CONCERTS 
 
This year we celebrate the 82nd season of outdoor concerts here in Wilmette.  The 
series is titled “The Sounds of Summer,” and takes place at the Wallace Bowl in Gillson 
Park and the Gazebo at Mallinckrodt Park.  You can find the concerts on the Calendar 
of Events in this packet.  The schedule of the concerts can also be found in the Explore! 
Guide, the District’s website, www.wilmetteparks.org, as well as in our facilities, on post 
cards and posters. 
 
CAMPS 
 
June 17th is the first day of camp.  Staff has been busy making all the arrangement to 
ensure a fun summer for our enrollees.  The enrollment numbers are once again larger 
this year than the previous year.  Please look at Superintendent Guynn’s board report to 
get more information on enrollment numbers within the Recreation Department. 
 
ACTION ITEMS UNDER THE FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
ACCEPTANCE OF THE COMPREHENSIVE ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT – Every 
year the District is audited by an independent outside auditor and the final product of the 
process is the CAFR. This year, Ron Amen from Lauterbach and Amen, presented the 
report and discussed its contents with the Financial Planning and Policy Committee at 
its June 3, 2019 meeting. The Committee made a motion to recommend the report’s 
acceptance by the Board of Park Commissioners. 
 
Attachments: 

1) Storm Water Alternatives Memo and Exhibit 
2) 2018 Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR) & memo from S. Holloway 
3) Parks & Planning Department Report 
4) Recreation/Facilities Department Reports 
5) General Administration Operations Report 
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