REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION

AGENDA ITEM: 3.5 & 3.6

Community Development
Department
SUBJECT:

Resolutions 2018-R-14 & 2018-R-15 – Climate Mayors, Chicago Climate
Charter, and Greenest Regions Compact 2 (GRC2)

MEETING DATE:

August 28, 2018

FROM:

Christopher Dunn, Chair, and Members of the Environmental and Energy
Commission

BUDGET IMPACT:

None

Recommended Motion
Adoption of Resolution 2018-R-14 endorsing the GRC2 and charging the EEC with overseeing
the pursuit of the consensus goals contained in the Compact and the adoption of Resolution
2018-R-15 authorizing President Bielinski to join Climate Mayors on behalf of the Village,
subject to the guidelines outlined by the Administration Committee below:
•
•
•

The Village does not intend to hire a full-time employee to coordinate environmental
efforts or implement new initiatives
The impact on existing staff time must be considered and additional workload for staff
should not detract from other essential job functions
Work must be performed within existing budget allocations; any new/additional expenses
should be requested during the Village’s annual budget process

Background
In February of 2018, the Administration Committee of the Village Board formally referred a
number of green initiatives to the EEC including the GRC2, Chicago Climate Charter and
Climate Mayors. The referral was initiated by Trustees Plunkett and Wolf after attending the
North American Climate Summit in Chicago in December of 2017. The Administration
Committee tasked the EEC with identifying the requirements and impacts to the Village of
joining these organizations and making a recommendation to the Village Board regarding
participation in each initiative.
Discussion
The EEC met on two occasions to review each of these agreements and discuss the potential
impacts to the Village. At the March 19, 2018 meeting of the EEC, Edith Makra, Director of
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Environmental Initiatives of the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus, presented an overview of each
of these three compacts, and provided the EEC with her opinions on each.
Ms. Makra and the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus developed the Greenest Regions Compact 2
(GRC2) as a collaboration of municipalities working towards sustainability. The only
commitment required for GRC2 membership is the adoption of a resolution supporting the
Consensus Goals (attached). The Village would not be required to perform any reporting or to
identify specific benchmarks in relation to these Consensus Goals.
The GRC2 Framework is a companion document, which is an amalgamation of sustainability
plans from 30 different communities in Illinois. Municipalities can use the GRC2 Framework as
a template for creating their own sustainability plans, and it is set up in a manner that would
allow individual municipalities to benchmark their progress easily, if they so choose. Ms. Makra
explained that eventually the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus would like to incorporate a system
to track the achievements of the GRC2 members and award their achievements with some
sort of tiered recognition program.
In regards to Climate Mayors and the Chicago Climate Charter, Ms. Makra expressed the
opinion that participation in both could be seen as political in nature. The Chicago Climate
Charter was created by Mayor Rahm Emanuel in direct response to the United States’
withdrawal from the Paris Climate Accord, and the Charter itself makes overt references to
“President Trump’s decision.” Climate Mayors was founded in 2014, but membership tripled
after the United States’ withdrew from the Paris Climate Accord, and the climatemayors.org
homepage currently invites visitors to “commit to uphold the Paris Agreement goals.”
The EEC shares Ms. Makra’s concerns that the Chicago Climate Charter is not very defined.
The Charter includes a reporting aspect; however, its reporting platform has not yet been
released. Therefore, the Village would not be able to estimate how much staff time or budget
would need to be dedicated to participation in the Charter. It is also unclear how the Charter
will follow up on reporting, as Ms. Makra is not aware of any staff dedicated to this in Chicago.
On July 23, 2018, the EEC met again to review the requirements of participating in each of
these agreements and to assess the potential impacts to the Village. The chart below
summarizes the two charters and compact:

Requirements
Pledge

Climate
Mayors

Impacts to the Village

Members may be asked to join in occasional No budgetary impact
letters and statements
May be viewed as political in nature
No binding commitments, but members are due to opinions expressed about the
asked to achieve an emissions reduction target United States’ decision to exit the
by developing a Greenhouse Gas Inventory, Paris Climate Accord
setting targets to reduce emissions, and
developing a Climate Action Plan
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Mayoral signature on Charter

Unknown impact to budget and staff
Achieve a percent reduction in greenhouse gas time (reporting structure and
Chicago emissions equal to or greater than the US’s requirements not yet defined)
Climate Nationally Determined Contributions to the May be viewed as political in nature
Charter Paris Agreement in your respective city
(created in direct reaction to the
Quantify, track, and publically report on United States’ decision to exit the
Paris Climate Accord)
greenhouse gas emissions
Budgetary impact controlled entirely
by the Village

GRC2

Pass a resolution supporting the consensus
Framework may be used to design
goals
a Sustainability Plan specific to the
Village

After discussion, the EEC moved to recommend that the Village Board pass a resolution
endorsing the GRC2 and charge the Environmental and Energy Commission with overseeing
the pursuit of the consensus goals contained in the Compact and that President Bielinski join
Climate Mayor on behalf of the Village of Wilmette. The motions were approved unanimously.
It is expected that the goals of Climate Mayors will be pursued through the Village’s
participation in the GRC2.
Because the reporting requirements and budget impacts of joining the Chicago Climate Charter
are unknown at this time the Commission did not recommend joining that charter at this time
and will review again at such time the reporting and budget implications are known.
Budget Impact
There is no impact to the budget.
Documents Attached
1.0
2.0
3.0
4.0
5.0
6.0
7.0
8.0
9.0

Resolutions 2018-R-14 & 2018-R-15
Memo from Michael Braiman, Assistant Village Manager, dated February 8, 2018
Memo from Kate McManus, Planner II, dated March 16, 2018
Minutes from the March 19, 2018 EEC meeting
Memo from Kate Amoruso, Assistant to the Director of Public Works and Engineering,
dated July 20, 2018
Email from Karen Glennemeier dated August 2, 2018
Email from Jon Marshall dated August 22, 2018
Letter from Beth Drucker, President of Go Green Wilmette, dated August 23, 2108
Email from Kate Gjaja and Nancy Hoying, Co-Presidents, League of Women Voters of
Wilmette, dated August 23, 2018
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1.0
RESOLUTION NO. 2018-R-14
A RESOLUTION ENDORSING THE METROPOLITAN MAYORS CAUCUS'
GREENEST REGION COMPACT 2
WHEREAS, the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus provides a forum for the chief elected
oﬃcials of the Chicago region to develop consensus and act on common public policy issues and
multi-jurisdictional challenges; and
WHEREAS, the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus' participating Mayors and their
communities have a history of environmental stewardship, from energy eﬃciency, water
conservation, urban forestry, and participation in Clean Air Counts; and
WHEREAS, it is important for Mayors and local governments throughout the United
States to take leadership roles to advance sustainability both in their own communities and in
concert with regional, national and global initiatives; and
WHEREAS, the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus created the Greenest Region Compact 2 to
address environmental sustainability issues of global importance at the local level; and
WHEREAS, the Greenest Region Compact 2, also called the GRC2, is built on important
environmental initiatives already underway in communities, in partnership with many non-proﬁt,
state, regional and national organizations; and
WHEREAS, the GRC2 synthesizes sustainability goals already adopted by leading
communities in the region; and these consensus goals align with common regional, state, national
and global objectives; and
WHEREAS, the GRC2 oﬀers a companion Framework to guide communities of all sizes
and strengths to assess their current eﬀorts; develop a sustainability plan suited to local priorities;
and will oﬀer resources to help them succeed; and

2018-R-14 Endorsing the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus' Greenest Region Comp.._.docx
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WHEREAS, the consensus goals of the GRC2 will guide coordinated eﬀorts toward
enhanced quality of life for residents; protection and stewardship of the environment and
sustainable economic vitality.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the President and Board of Trustees of
the Village of Wilmette as follows:
SECTION ONE:

The Village of Wilmette endorses Greenest Region Compact 2

proposed by the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus and desires to work to achieve them, both in their
own communities and in collaboration throughout the region.
SECTION TWO:

The Environmental and Energy Commission shall oversee and make

recommendations to the Village Board to further effectuate and implement the endorsements and
recommendations provided by the GRC2.
SECTION THREE: This Resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its
passage.
ADOPTED on August 28, 2018, pursuant to the following roll call vote:
AYES:

None.___________________________________________________________

NAYS:

None.___________________________________________________________

ABSTAIN:

None.___________________________________________________________

ABSENT:

None.___________________________________________________________

____________________________________
Village Clerk
Approved on August 28, 2018.
____________________________________
Village President
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Attest:
____________________________________
Village Clerk
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RESOLUTION NO. 2018-R-15
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE VILLAGE PRESIDENT TO JOIN THE
CLIMATE MAYOR ON BEHALF OF THE VILLAGE OF WILMETTE
WHEREAS, the Climate Mayors was founded in 2014 and is a bipartisan, peer-to-peer
network of mayors of cities located throughout the United States that work together to
demonstrated leadership on climate change; and
WHEREAS, the Climate Mayors at times request its membership to join in or draft
statements regarding climate change, but require no binding commitments or funding from its
membership; and
WHEREAS, the Village Board of the Village of Wilmette desires to join the Climate
Mayors to further achieve the goals put forth by the Climate Mayors; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the President and Board of Trustees of
the Village of Wilmette as follows:
SECTION ONE:

The Village of Wilmette authorizes the Village President to join the

Climate Mayors.
SECTION TWO:

The Village President may withdraw from the Climate Mayors

without further action from the Village Board. If the Village President withdraws, the Village
President shall report the withdrawal to the Village Board.
SECTION THREE: This resolution does not authorize the expenditure of any funds or
commitment of any Village resources to the Climate Mayors.
SECTION FOUR:

This Resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its

passage.
ADOPTED on August 28, 2018, pursuant to the following roll call vote:
AYES:

None.___________________________________________________________
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NAYS:

None.___________________________________________________________

ABSTAIN:

None.___________________________________________________________

ABSENT:

None.___________________________________________________________

____________________________________
Village Clerk
Approved on August 28, 2018.
____________________________________
Village President
Attest:
____________________________________
Village Clerk
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Date:

February 8, 2018

To:

Village Board Administration Committee

From:

Michael Braiman, Assistant Village Manager

Subject:

Referral of Projects to the Environmental & Energy Commission

On February 13th the Administration Committee is scheduled to meet to refer the following
items to the Environmental & Energy Commission (EEC):
•
•
•

Greenest Region Compact
Chicago Climate Charter
Climate Mayors

Greenest Region Compact
The Greenest Region Compact is a regional strategic approach managed by the
Metropolitan Mayors Caucus to coordinate community sustainability actions. By
participating in the compact, communities pledge to take action to conserve energy,
protect air and water quality, reduce waste, and be a steward of natural resources. The
EEC will be tasked with reviewing the compact’s goals and identifying which are
appropriate for the Village to pursue. The EEC will work cooperatively with staff to review
and implement the compact’s initiatives, and is encouraged to reach out to community
organizations such as Go Green Wilmette for assistance.
Chicago Climate Charter & Climate Mayors
Both of these charters were created in response to the United States decision to exit the
Paris Climate Accord. The charters provide a framework that municipalities may utilize to
meet environmental goals. The EEC will be asked to review the Chicago Charter and
Climate Mayors to determine the following:
•
•

Identify the requirements and impacts to the Village of joining these organizations
Make a recommendation to the Village Board regarding participation in both

Staff is recommending that the Administration Committee refer the above items to the
EEC with the following guidelines:
•

The Village does not intend to hire a full-time employee to coordinate
environmental efforts or implement new initiatives

•

The impact on existing staff time must be considered and additional workload for
staff should not detract from other essential job functions

•

Work must be performed within existing budget allocations; any new/additional
expenses should be requested during the Village’s annual budget process

For the Committee’s reference, the following documents are attached:
•
•
•

Greenest Region Compact summary by the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus
Chicago Climate Charter
Climate Mayors Website link: www.climatemayors.org

Daniel J. McLaughlin
Mayor, Village of Orland Park
Executive Board Chairman
Rahm Emanuel
Mayor, City of Chicago
Executive Board Vice Chairman
Jim Holland
Mayor, Village of Frankfort
Executive Board Secretary

The Greenest Region Compact 2 – A Regional Strategic Plan for Environmental Sustainability
The Metropolitan Mayors Caucus (Caucus) is working to align environmental issues, resources, and
actions at the local, regional and national levels to guide municipalities to achieve meaningful and
measureable environmental sustainability. The Greenest Region Compact 2 (GRC2) provides a template
sustainability plan to align the work of diverse communities and achieve greater regional impacts.
We will engage mayors in the common sustainability goals through the GRC2; encourage and assist
them in taking action; measure their progress; and applaud their success. Ultimately, this plan will
connect essential financial and technical resources to move sustainability goals to successful completion.
The Caucus seeks support to complete this framework and support implementation.
The Greenest Region Compact Update
In solidarity with then Mayor Daley’s dream to lead Chicago to become the greenest city, 96 Caucus
member communities signed on to the original Greenest Region Compact in 2007. They pledged to take
action to conserve energy; protect air and water quality; reduce waste and steward natural resources.
With Chicago Community Trust (Trust) support, the Caucus conducted fundamental research to enable a
strategic update of the original Greenest Region Compact. This work was done in 3 steps:
1. A survey was conducted of original Greenest Region Compact adopters. Those who took the
pledge showed greater environmental achievements than other communities.
2. An objective inventory of environmental achievements by all the communities in the region
identified existing priority areas. These 95 types of achievements demonstrate that real
progress towards environmental sustainability is being made by communities of all sizes and
demographics. These achievements are mapped here.
3. Thirty of the local sustainability plans, and 7 regional or national sustainability documents were
analyzed to identify common, consensus goals.
See details in the full report, Greenest Region Compact: Opportunities + Impact.

City of Chicago ∙ DuPage Mayors and Managers Conference ∙ Lake County Municipal League ∙ McHenry County Council of Governments
Metro West Council of Governments ∙ Northwest Municipal Conference ∙ South Suburban Mayors and Managers Association
Southwest Conference of Mayors ∙ West Central Municipal Conference ∙ Will County Governmental League
233 South Wacker Drive, Suite 800, Chicago, Illinois 60606
Tel: 312.201.4505
Fax: 312.454.0411
www.mayorscaucus.org

Analysis of Regional and National Sustainability Goals

The resulting draft framework is a synthesis of nearly 1100 environmental sustainability goals from the
simplest local plan to the prestigious STAR Community Rating System. It is currently being refined with
input from stakeholders and partners. This outreach phase, now underway, is supported by the Trust.
The framework will be populated with specific strategies that will guide communities from initial steps
to sustained accomplishment in each of the 9 categories in the GRC2 Consensus Framework. These
strategies will be tied to existing programs, when possible such as Safe Routes to Schools, Green Power
Communities, the Community Resiliency Framework and more. Goals that can leverage technical
assistance, tools and resources will be prioritized.
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DRAFT GREENEST REGION COMPACT 2 CONSENSUS FRAME WORK

Municipalities will be asked to formally adopt the GRC2 and excellent participation across the region is
expected. We will encourage and assist communities by directing technical assistance and financial
resource to GRC2 adopters. Projects will be implemented by leveraging resources.
Finally, outcomes will be measured to show real progress towards environmental sustainability in
communities and across the region. A recognition program will be crafted to encourage communities to
strive and will applaud their efforts at all levels.
This strategic alignment is illustrated with the issue of solar energy:





Achievements
o 170 communities took steps to support renewable energy
Goals
o Local - 30% of sustainability plans seek locally generated renewable energy
o State Renewable Portfolio Standard- increase renewable energy in Illinois 115% by 2030
o Federal – Clean Power Plan targets 30% reduction in carbon emissions
GRC2 Proposed Actions
o Adopt zoning policies and ordinances to support local renewable energy infrastructure
o Install and operate photovoltaic systems to power public facilities
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Resources to Leverage
o Power purchase agreements that use tax incentives to provide affordable solar energy
o Illinois Power Agency’s investment in renewable energy credits
o Incentives from the Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity
o Grants from the Illinois Clean Energy Community Foundation
Indicators
o Kilowatts of local renewable energy produced
o Number of homes and businesses operating photovoltaic systems
o Dollars of private investment leveraged
o Participation in the US EPA Green Power Community program

A Regional Strategic Plan for Environmental Sustainability
The GRC2 is a strategic approach that will achieve coordinated sustainability actions by municipalities
across the region. It is uniquely positioned for success because:


It incorporates what communities are already doing. For example, 103 communities already
have farmer’s markets and about 1/3 of national and local sustainability plans have local food
goals. These common initiatives, in aggregate and aligned with higher goals, demonstrate that
sustainability is accessible to most communities and meaningful.



It will target the more than 200 communities that are currently showing moderate
achievements and encourage them to strive. The highest achievers will become teachers.



Local sustainability goals link to CMAP’s Go To 2040 and lead a path the STAR Community Rating
System reinforcing the value of aligned efforts.



The synthesis of 37 plans into the consensus GRC2 framework captures the collective wisdom
and efforts of the residents, leaders, and sustainability professionals who created them.



GRC2 recommended actions will be pragmatic and achievable. Strategies will be advanced that
reduce the cost of government operations and measurably improve quality of life.



Existing programs offered to municipalities by public agencies and non-profit organizations will
be integrated and bolstered. GRC2 will not duplicate efforts.



The GRC2 will be structured to encourage communities to enter the program and take small
steps, then greater steps towards sustainability. Recognition will be tiered to continuously
challenge communities.



It capitalizes on the skills and experience the Caucus has in coordinating environmental action
through Clean Air Counts and strategically managing sub-grants to communities to document
substantial regional results.

For more information on the Greenest Region Compact 2, contact Edith Makra, Director of
Environmental Initiatives, 312-201-4506, emakra@mayorscaucus.org and visit
http://mayorscaucus.org/initiatives/environment/regional-environmental-collaboration/
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1200 WILMETTE AVENUE
WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
DEPARTMENT

(847) 853-7550
FAX (847) 853-7701
TDD (847) 853-7634
EMAIL comdev@wilmette.com

Date:

March 16, 2018

To:

Chairman Dunn and Members of the Environmental and Energy Commission

From:

Kate McManus, Planner II

Subject:

Referral of Projects to the Environmental & Energy Commission

The Administration Committee of the Village Board has formally referred a number of green
initiatives to the EEC. The initiatives involve the Greenest Region Compact, Chicago Climate
Charter and Climate Mayors. The EEC’s charge is detailed in the attached memo from Assistant
Village Manager, Michael Braiman.
Edith Makra, Director of Environmental Initiatives at the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus, will be
attending the March 19th meeting to provide an overview of the Greenest Region Compact.
The Greenest Region Compact and Chicago Climate Charter are attached. For information on
Climate Mayors, please refer to the following website: http://climatemayors.org/

Date:

February 8, 2018

To:

Village Board Administration Committee

From:

Michael Braiman, Assistant Village Manager

Subject:

Referral of Projects to the Environmental & Energy Commission

On February 13th the Administration Committee is scheduled to meet to refer the following
items to the Environmental & Energy Commission (EEC):
•
•
•

Greenest Region Compact
Chicago Climate Charter
Climate Mayors

Greenest Region Compact
The Greenest Region Compact is a regional strategic approach managed by the
Metropolitan Mayors Caucus to coordinate community sustainability actions. By
participating in the compact, communities pledge to take action to conserve energy,
protect air and water quality, reduce waste, and be a steward of natural resources. The
EEC will be tasked with reviewing the compact’s goals and identifying which are
appropriate for the Village to pursue. The EEC will work cooperatively with staff to review
and implement the compact’s initiatives, and is encouraged to reach out to community
organizations such as Go Green Wilmette for assistance.
Chicago Climate Charter & Climate Mayors
Both of these charters were created in response to the United States decision to exit the
Paris Climate Accord. The charters provide a framework that municipalities may utilize to
meet environmental goals. The EEC will be asked to review the Chicago Charter and
Climate Mayors to determine the following:
•
•

Identify the requirements and impacts to the Village of joining these organizations
Make a recommendation to the Village Board regarding participation in both

Staff is recommending that the Administration Committee refer the above items to the
EEC with the following guidelines:
•

The Village does not intend to hire a full-time employee to coordinate
environmental efforts or implement new initiatives

•

The impact on existing staff time must be considered and additional workload for
staff should not detract from other essential job functions

•

Work must be performed within existing budget allocations; any new/additional
expenses should be requested during the Village’s annual budget process

For the Committee’s reference, the following documents are attached:
•
•
•

Greenest Region Compact summary by the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus
Chicago Climate Charter
Climate Mayors Website link: www.climatemayors.org

Daniel J. McLaughlin
Mayor, Village of Orland Park
Executive Board Chairman
Rahm Emanuel
Mayor, City of Chicago
Executive Board Vice Chairman
Jim Holland
Mayor, Village of Frankfort
Executive Board Secretary

The Greenest Region Compact 2 – A Regional Strategic Plan for Environmental Sustainability
The Metropolitan Mayors Caucus (Caucus) is working to align environmental issues, resources, and
actions at the local, regional and national levels to guide municipalities to achieve meaningful and
measureable environmental sustainability. The Greenest Region Compact 2 (GRC2) provides a template
sustainability plan to align the work of diverse communities and achieve greater regional impacts.
We will engage mayors in the common sustainability goals through the GRC2; encourage and assist
them in taking action; measure their progress; and applaud their success. Ultimately, this plan will
connect essential financial and technical resources to move sustainability goals to successful completion.
The Caucus seeks support to complete this framework and support implementation.
The Greenest Region Compact Update
In solidarity with then Mayor Daley’s dream to lead Chicago to become the greenest city, 96 Caucus
member communities signed on to the original Greenest Region Compact in 2007. They pledged to take
action to conserve energy; protect air and water quality; reduce waste and steward natural resources.
With Chicago Community Trust (Trust) support, the Caucus conducted fundamental research to enable a
strategic update of the original Greenest Region Compact. This work was done in 3 steps:
1. A survey was conducted of original Greenest Region Compact adopters. Those who took the
pledge showed greater environmental achievements than other communities.
2. An objective inventory of environmental achievements by all the communities in the region
identified existing priority areas. These 95 types of achievements demonstrate that real
progress towards environmental sustainability is being made by communities of all sizes and
demographics. These achievements are mapped here.
3. Thirty of the local sustainability plans, and 7 regional or national sustainability documents were
analyzed to identify common, consensus goals.
See details in the full report, Greenest Region Compact: Opportunities + Impact.

City of Chicago ∙ DuPage Mayors and Managers Conference ∙ Lake County Municipal League ∙ McHenry County Council of Governments
Metro West Council of Governments ∙ Northwest Municipal Conference ∙ South Suburban Mayors and Managers Association
Southwest Conference of Mayors ∙ West Central Municipal Conference ∙ Will County Governmental League
233 South Wacker Drive, Suite 800, Chicago, Illinois 60606
Tel: 312.201.4505
Fax: 312.454.0411
www.mayorscaucus.org

Analysis of Regional and National Sustainability Goals

The resulting draft framework is a synthesis of nearly 1100 environmental sustainability goals from the
simplest local plan to the prestigious STAR Community Rating System. It is currently being refined with
input from stakeholders and partners. This outreach phase, now underway, is supported by the Trust.
The framework will be populated with specific strategies that will guide communities from initial steps
to sustained accomplishment in each of the 9 categories in the GRC2 Consensus Framework. These
strategies will be tied to existing programs, when possible such as Safe Routes to Schools, Green Power
Communities, the Community Resiliency Framework and more. Goals that can leverage technical
assistance, tools and resources will be prioritized.
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DRAFT GREENEST REGION COMPACT 2 CONSENSUS FRAME WORK

Municipalities will be asked to formally adopt the GRC2 and excellent participation across the region is
expected. We will encourage and assist communities by directing technical assistance and financial
resource to GRC2 adopters. Projects will be implemented by leveraging resources.
Finally, outcomes will be measured to show real progress towards environmental sustainability in
communities and across the region. A recognition program will be crafted to encourage communities to
strive and will applaud their efforts at all levels.
This strategic alignment is illustrated with the issue of solar energy:





Achievements
o 170 communities took steps to support renewable energy
Goals
o Local - 30% of sustainability plans seek locally generated renewable energy
o State Renewable Portfolio Standard- increase renewable energy in Illinois 115% by 2030
o Federal – Clean Power Plan targets 30% reduction in carbon emissions
GRC2 Proposed Actions
o Adopt zoning policies and ordinances to support local renewable energy infrastructure
o Install and operate photovoltaic systems to power public facilities
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Resources to Leverage
o Power purchase agreements that use tax incentives to provide affordable solar energy
o Illinois Power Agency’s investment in renewable energy credits
o Incentives from the Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity
o Grants from the Illinois Clean Energy Community Foundation
Indicators
o Kilowatts of local renewable energy produced
o Number of homes and businesses operating photovoltaic systems
o Dollars of private investment leveraged
o Participation in the US EPA Green Power Community program

A Regional Strategic Plan for Environmental Sustainability
The GRC2 is a strategic approach that will achieve coordinated sustainability actions by municipalities
across the region. It is uniquely positioned for success because:


It incorporates what communities are already doing. For example, 103 communities already
have farmer’s markets and about 1/3 of national and local sustainability plans have local food
goals. These common initiatives, in aggregate and aligned with higher goals, demonstrate that
sustainability is accessible to most communities and meaningful.



It will target the more than 200 communities that are currently showing moderate
achievements and encourage them to strive. The highest achievers will become teachers.



Local sustainability goals link to CMAP’s Go To 2040 and lead a path the STAR Community Rating
System reinforcing the value of aligned efforts.



The synthesis of 37 plans into the consensus GRC2 framework captures the collective wisdom
and efforts of the residents, leaders, and sustainability professionals who created them.



GRC2 recommended actions will be pragmatic and achievable. Strategies will be advanced that
reduce the cost of government operations and measurably improve quality of life.



Existing programs offered to municipalities by public agencies and non-profit organizations will
be integrated and bolstered. GRC2 will not duplicate efforts.



The GRC2 will be structured to encourage communities to enter the program and take small
steps, then greater steps towards sustainability. Recognition will be tiered to continuously
challenge communities.



It capitalizes on the skills and experience the Caucus has in coordinating environmental action
through Clean Air Counts and strategically managing sub-grants to communities to document
substantial regional results.

For more information on the Greenest Region Compact 2, contact Edith Makra, Director of
Environmental Initiatives, 312-201-4506, emakra@mayorscaucus.org and visit
http://mayorscaucus.org/initiatives/environment/regional-environmental-collaboration/
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The Greenest Region Compact 2 presents consensus goals
for environmental sustainability to be addressed by local
municipali es, yet will have coordinated, posi ve impacts
on a much larger scale.

The Framework
The details of the Framework
are organized around the 10
categories and 49 consensus
goals of the Compact.

The 10 categories are:

Climate

Economic Development

Energy

Land Use

Leadership

Mobility

Municipal Operations

Sustainable Communities

Municipali es throughout the region are invited to
formally endorse the Greenest Region Compact 2 and
work in concert to achieve its goals. (See the complete
Greenest Region Compact 2 and sample municipal
resolu on in the Appendix.)
The Greenest Region Compact 2 (GRC2) Framework is the
companion document that provides suggested objec ves,
strategies and tools to help communi es achieve
consensus goals of the Greenest Region Compact 2.
Introduc on
The Framework is built on 30 sustainability plans and
guiding documents already in use by Illinois municipali es.
It also incorporates more than 10 documents from
regional, na onal or global organiza ons that are widely
used to guide sustainable municipal ac ons (See Appendix).
More than 1150 actual sustainability goals and objec ves
are synthesized into this Framework resul ng in a broad
and comprehensive guidance for municipal sustainability.
Fundamentally, the Framework is built from goals and
ac ons that are broadly applicable and suited to
municipal ac on.
Dozens of partners, advisors and stakeholder groups
contributed addi onal objec ves, strategies and tools
suppor ve of the consensus GRC2 goals, and for this we
are grateful. (See Appendix) These contribu ons help
connect the consensus goals to achieve greater posi ve
impacts at the regional, state, na onal and global levels.
Many of the partner programs cited in the Framework
oﬀer assistance and guidance to help municipali es
achieve GRC2 objec ves, thus crea ng a synergy
between local eﬀorts and exis ng resources.

Water

Waste & Recycling

For more informa on on the GRC2 methodology, see the
full report: Greenest Region Compact, Opportuni es +
Impact, Metropolitan Mayors Caucus, 2014.
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How to Use the GRC2 Framework
The Framework can guide municipali es of all sizes
and strengths towards sustainability ac ons. For
communities with no formal sustainability plan, the
extensive Framework oﬀers a menu of op ons that
could be used to construct a local, tailored
sustainability plan. Communi es can begin by
assessing ac ons already accomplished and
underway. Then they may choose priority
objec ves and strategies on which they will begin
work. The Framework is broadly applicable to most
communi es so users will need to reﬁne and tailor
objec ves and strategies to suit. Municipali es may
choose as many of the goals and objec ves as they
wish and address them on their own meline.
Communi es currently guided by their own
sustainability plans will likely recognize speciﬁc
goals and elements of their own plans in the
Framework. The Framework may oﬀer addi onal
op ons for achieving their established goals, or
sugges ons for upda ng an exis ng plan.
Framework Structure
The following pages are forma ed to prompt
self-assessment and guide preliminary selec on
of priority objec ves and strategies.
The Framework is structured to expand on the
GRC2 Compact goals in each category (column C).
Objec ves are adjacent (column E) to each GRC2
goal and are labeled for reference, i.e., E10 is the
tenth objec ve in the Energy (E) category.
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Strategies are preceded with the symbol “>”
and labeled with an addi onal le er, i.e. E10b
as they relate to the numbered objec ve. Not
every objec ve is paired with speciﬁc strategies.
Advanced strategies are preceded with the
symbol “+”. These are extra, progressive steps,
usually suggested by stakeholders, that
communi es may wish to take to advance
certain GRC2 goals.
Links to resources, such as cer ﬁca on
programs or model ordinances, which may be
considered tac cs, are oﬀered for some
objec ves and strategies. These are indicated
by the hyperlink, “Y” in column M-O.
Assessment of the relevance and priority of
each objec ve and strategy may be guided by
prompts in columns F-L.
Because the nature of sustainability is its interrela onship of social, economic and environment elements, objec ves and strategies are
also interrelated. Ac ons to improve land
stewardship will improve water resources;
improved ac ve transportation choices will
enhance healthy lifestyles and more. Therefore, ac ons with complementary outcomes
may be found in diﬀerent sec ons of the
Framework. Policy, Stewardship and Outreach
and Educa on are common elements in nearly
every category.

Greenest Region Compact 2 and
the Future Sustainability Network
The Metropolitan Mayors Caucus plans future
suppor ve programs and resources to accelerate
community ac ons in pursuit of the GRC2
consensus goals. A future Sustainability Network
will develop pathways and leveraging strategies to
develop capital sustainability projects. Future
metrics, a repor ng mechanism, and recogni on
for par cipa ng communi es, is also planned.

CLIMATE

G

Air Quality

K

L

M

C1a

>Utilize US EPA's Local Climate Action Framework to plan and
evaluate climate strategies

Y

C2

Measure and monitor GHG emissions

Y

>Measure and monitor GHG from municipal operations
>Measure and monitor GHG community wide

C+3

+ Verify and report climate action to Carbonn Climate Registry

C+4

+ Participate in carbon offset program

C+5

+ Commit to the Compact of Mayors

C6

Regulate burning of landscape waste

C7

Facilitate compliance of federal air quality standards by businesses

C8

Participate in Illinois Partners for Clean Air

C9

Discourage the use of high-emitting small engines, such as for
landscaping

C10

Reduce volatile organic compound (VOC) emissions for municipal
operations by using low VOC cleaners, paints, and paving practices

C12
C12a
Resiliency

J

Establish a Greenhous Gas (GHG) emission reduction target:

C2b

C13
Develop resiliency to
climate change impacts

Engage the community
in climate change
mitigation and
adaptation

I

C1

Reduce greenhouse gas C2a
emissions

Maintain clean and
healthful air

In Progress

+ ADVANCED STRATEGY

GOAL

C11

Education &
Outreach

CLIMATE

Greenhouse Gas Emissions

Category

> STRATEGY

Already achieved

OBJECTIVE

H

Link to Resource

F

Not relevant

E

Not planned

D

Interested in pursuing

C

Planned for next 12-18 months

B

Planned for next 6 months

A

3

Establish policies to meet Illinois Dept of Public Health Indoor Air
quality standards
Coordinate resiliency efforts with federal, state and regional planning
agencies
>Prepare Pre-Disaster Hazard Mitigation Plan

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Collaboratively manage urban heat islands

C+14

+ Assess infrastructure and public safety threats from extreme
weather events

C+15

+ Develop a resiliency plan to protect assets, public health, and
provide essential services through natural and man-made disasters

C16

Educate the public about climate change

Y

C17

Participate in Cool Communities

Y

C18

Inform the community about air quality index and air pollution action
days

Y

Y

Y

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

G

Innovation
Green Economy

ED1
ED2

Promote innovation and
a competitive workforce ED3

Connect local businesses with education training, and jobs
related to sustainability
Advocate for the development of a competitive 'green
workforce'
Advocate for new opportunities in the clean energy industry

ED4

Encourage green innovation among residents and local
businesses

ED5

Collaborate to support innovation centers

ED6

Attract and retain businesses that practice and promote
sustainability

ED7

Recognize and support businesses who practice and promote
sustainability

ED8
Cultivate local and
sustainable
development, jobs, and ED9
businesses

In Progress

+ ADVANCED STRATEGY

GOAL

Already achieved

> STRATEGY

ED10

Policy

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Workforce
Development

Category

OBJECTIVE

H

I

J

K

L

M

Link to Resource

F

Not relevant

E

Not planned

D

Interested in pursuing

C

Planned for next 12-18 months

B

Planned for next 6 months

A

4

Y

Y

Y

Y

Promote local goods and services
Create and promote a community brand featuring natural
resources or cultural characteristics of community

Y

Promote tourism featuring natural and cultural assets of the
community

Y

ED11 Promote the economic prosperity of the community
ED12 Advocate for expanded job opportunities and sufficient wages

ENERGY
C

D

F

E

Category

OBJECTIVE
> STRATEGY
+ ADVANCED STRATEGY

GOAL
E1

> Conduct energy audits of municipal facilities

E2

Support energy audits and retro-commissioning studies of
residential, commercial and institutional facilities

E3

Energy Efficiency

E5

Use energy for building
and facilities efficiently E6
E7
E8
E+9
E+10
E+11
E12
E12a
E13

Renewable Energy

ENERGY

E4

E13a

Advance renewable
energy

E13b
E14
E14a
E15
E16
E+17

> Conduct retro-commissioning studies to optimize public
facility performance
> Implement operational changes recommended in the retrocommissioning study
Implement energy efficiency measures that have a shortterm payback (i.e. lighting, occupancy sensors)
Implement energy efficiency measures that have a longerterm payback

G

H

I

J

K L

M

Already achieved
In Progress
Planned for next 6 months
Planned for next 12-18 months
Interested in pursuing
Not planned
Not relevant
Link to Resource

A B

5

Y

Y
Y

Y

Collaborate with utilities and other agencies to upgrade
streetlight equipment and integrate smart technologies
Achieve ENERGY STAR certification for municipal buildings
+ Utilize performance contracts to finance large energy
efficiency projects
+ Demonstrate extreme energy efficiency with a model
Passivhaus building
+ Budget and plan for long-term energy efficiency
equipment upgrades
Install and operate renewable energy systems at municipal
facilities
> Use power purchase agreements, leasing and other
strategies to finance renewable energy systems
Support the adoption of renewable energy technologies in
the community
>Adopt codes and permitting practices that support
renewable energy systems in the community
> Facilitate access to renewable energy systems through
collaborative purchasing for residents and business
Procure renewable energy for public facilities
>Become a US EPA Green Power Community
Support procurement of renewable energy through
community choice aggregation
Develop renewable energy capacity targeting underutilized
public properties (i.e. brownfields)
+ Collaborate to provide access to community solar

Y
Y
Y

Y

Y
Y
Y
Y

Y

ENERGY
C

D

E

F

Energy Efficiency Energy Management
Policy

> STRATEGY
+ ADVANCED STRATEGY

GOAL
E18

Power down equipment when possible

E19

Participate in demand response programs

E20

Reduce energy
consumption

E21
E22

Track and benchmark energy consumption through ENERGY
STAR Portfolio Manager
Utilize energy management expertise (i.e. Building
Operator Certification and Certified Energy Manager)
Participate in energy management challenges and programs

+ Utilize performance contracts to finance energy efficiency
projects when feasible
Use energy for building
Adopt current Illinois Energy Conservation Code (IECC) and
and facilities efficiently E24
report compliance
Facilitate the adoption of renewable energy technologies
E25 (i.e. solar, geothermal) by adapting building and zoning
codes
+ Collaborate to advance Property Assessed Clean Energy
E+26
Enact policies that
(PACE) policies
support clean energy
+ Adopt ‘stretch codes’ setting higher standards for energy
E+27
efficiency than IECC
+ Enact an ordinance requiring periodic benchmarking for
E+28
large energy users
E+23

E+29

Education & Outreach

ENERGY

Category

OBJECTIVE

E30

Engage the community
in clean energy practices

E31
E32
E33

G

H

I

J

K L

M

Already achieved
In Progress
Planned for next 6 months
Planned for next 12-18 months
Interested in pursuing
Not planned
Not relevant
Link to Resource

A B

6

Y
Y
Y
Y
Y

Y
Y
Y

+ Negotiate franchise agreement with utilities to exercise
lump sum payment option to finance clean energy
Partner with electric and gas utilities to promote energy
efficiency programs to the community
Promote the use of ENERGY STAR certified appliances and
equipment
Publicly recognize institutional and private buildings that
achieve a specific energy efficiency targets
Collaborate to educate the community about clean energy
options

Y
Y

Y

LAND
D

F

E

Category

OBJECTIVE
> STRATEGY
+ ADVANCED STRATEGY

GOAL
L1

L1a
L1b

Sustainable Development

L1c
L2

Encourage strategic L2a
development that
upholds sustainability L2b
principles
L3

LAND

L4
L5
L6
L7
L8

Reduce sprawl by promoting infill development to reduce
adverse impacts on natural resources and infrastructure
demands
>Encourage the development of compact and complete
residential neighborhoods
>Protect greenfields and open space
>Redevelop underutilized or contaminated properties
Prioritize redevelopment projects and infrastructure
investment for transit-served locations
>Pursue transit oriented development and transitsupportive land uses in new development
>Seek public-private partnerships to create transitoriented developments
Collaborate with neighboring communities to jointly
create sustainable developments
Encourage conservation design to protect natural
resources
Promote Sustainable Sites Certification for commercial
and institutional landscapes
Integrate resiliency into land development decisions
Support local food production by assuring access to
affordable land
Evaluate proposed developments for on groundwater
levels and water quality.

G H I

J

K L

M

Interested in pursuing
Not planned
Not relevant
Link to Resource

C

Planned for next 12-18 months s

B

Already achieved
In Progress
Planned for next 6 months

A

7

Y

Y
Y

Y
Y
Y

LAND
D

E

F

Category

OBJECTIVE
> STRATEGY
+ ADVANCED STRATEGY

GOAL
L9

L10
L10a
L10b

Land Preservation

LAND

L11

Conserve restore and L12
enhance natural
features and
L13
ecosystems
L14
L14a
L14b

L14c
L15
L15a

Using data such as the Green Infrastructure Vision and the
Illinois Natural Areas Inventory, watershed plans, identify
key natural assets, landscape features, parcels with high
value for connectivity and ecosystem function
Conserve key natural assets and open space
>Through direct acquisition and management
>Through collaborations and cooperative agreements
such as conservation easements
Guide future development to conserve natural
topography, views, drainage patterns, existing vegetation,
and historic or cultural assets
Prioritize the acquisition, dedication and management of
lands to create connected greenways
Prioritize the acquisition of land to protect groundwater
recharge areas
Manage public and private landscapes to optimize
ecosystem services and support biodiversty
>Collaborate to restore prairie, wetland, forest and other
important ecosystems in the community
>Monitor and control invasive species in natural areas
and throughout the community
>Ensure long-term maintenance and management of
protected natural areas within Conservation Design
development
Protect and restore soil integrity
>Enforce soil erosion and sediment control regulations
for construction sites

G H I

J

K L

M

Interested in pursuing
Not planned
Not relevant
Link to Resource

C

Planned for next 12-18 months s

B

Already achieved
In Progress
Planned for next 6 months

A

8

Y

Y
Y

Y

Y

Y

LAND
D

E

F

Category

OBJECTIVE
> STRATEGY
+ ADVANCED STRATEGY

GOAL
L16
L17

Parks & Open Space

LAND

L17a
L17b
L17c

Support networks of
accessible, well-used L17d
and enjoyable parks
L18
L18a
L18b
L18c
L19

Develop a park and open space master plan
Maximize the amount of public spaces and parks
accessible to residents
>Collaborate to provide access to under-utilized land (i.e.
utility right of ways) for trails, community gardens, and
sustainable landscapes
>Optimize linkages between parks and open spaces
>Work with developers to integrate and develop open
space reserves and trails in developments
>Collaborate with private property owners to create
vibrant public gathering spaces (placemaking)
Enhance parks, open space, and recreational
opportunities accessible to all residents
>Collaborate with park and forest preserve districts
>Collaborate to create and maintain hiking, biking, canoe
and other recreational trails
>Collaborate to provide accessible recreational services
involving parks and open space
Foster healthy community relationships through the use
of open space

G H I

J

K L

M

Interested in pursuing
Not planned
Not relevant
Link to Resource

C

Planned for next 12-18 months s

B

Already achieved
In Progress
Planned for next 6 months

A

9

Y

LAND
D

E

F

Category

OBJECTIVE
> STRATEGY
+ ADVANCED STRATEGY

GOAL
L20
L21
L22
L23
L23a
L23b

Urban Forestry

L23c
L23d

Sustain a robust
L24
urban forest canopy
L24a

LAND

L24b

L24c
L25
L26
L27

L+28

Conduct a community wide urban tree canopy assessment
or collaborate on a regional study
Conduct an inventory and assessment of trees on public
right of ways
Develop and implement a management plan to assure a
long term vitality of the urban forest
Maintain the health and integrity of existing trees

G H I

J

K L

M

Interested in pursuing
Not planned
Not relevant
Link to Resource

C

Planned for next 12-18 months s

B

Already achieved
In Progress
Planned for next 6 months

A

10

Y

>Maintain the health of trees on public right of ways
>Collaborate with utilities to maintain trees compatible
with overhead powerlines
>Practice integrated pest management to sustain urban
forest health
>Assess structural integrity of trees and proactively
mitigate risks through strategic removal and other actions
Plant trees to sustain and renew the urban forest
>Continually plant hardy, site-appropriate trees to meet
tree canopy goals
>Engage resident in public stewardship through costshare planting programs

Y
Y
Y
Y
Y

>Using canopy analysis data, strategically plant trees to
optimize public health and stormwater benefits
Diversify the urban forest for long term resilience
Earn recognition for urban forest stewardship as a Tree
City USA
Harvest and utilize high value wood products from trees
that must be removed
+ Optimize tree planting and protect existing trees for
maximum carbon storage/sequestration and energy
savings

Y
Y
Y

LAND
D

E

F

Category

OBJECTIVE
> STRATEGY
+ ADVANCED STRATEGY

GOAL
L29
L29a
L29b

LAND

L29c

Landscapes

L29d

Sustain beautiful
landscapes that
provide ecosystem
services

L30
L30a

L30b

L30c

L30d
L30e
L31

G H I

J

K L

M

Interested in pursuing
Not planned
Not relevant
Link to Resource

C

Planned for next 12-18 months s

B

Already achieved
In Progress
Planned for next 6 months

A

11

Manage traditional, cultivated landscapes sustainably
>Replace turf with sustainable landscaping alternatives
>Manage lawns using natural products and low-impact
practices
>Encourage community-wide use of integrated pest
management to reduce impacts from fertilizers and
pesticides
>Use integrated pest management strategies for
municipal landscapes to reduce impacts from fertilizers and
pesticides
Increase the quality and amount of sustainable
landscaping in the community
>Use native and sustainable landscaping on municipal
properties
>Promote native and sustainable landscaping initiatives
community wide by connecting residents to plants and
information

Y

Y

>Increase the amount of sustainable landscaping in the
community through subdivision and development codes
>Encourage planting and registering of pollinator gardens
through the Million Pollinator Garden Challenge
>Adopt the Mayors Monarch Pledge
Maintain beautiful landscapes and streetscapes to
enhance gateways, business districts and important public
spaces

Y
Y
Y

LAND
B

C

D

E

F

Category

OBJECTIVE
> STRATEGY
+ ADVANCED STRATEGY

GOAL
L32

L32a
L32b
L32c

LAND

L33
L33a

Policy

L33b

Achieve greater
livability through
L33c
sustainable land use
and housing policies
L33d
L33e
L33f
L34
L35

L36

L37

G H I

J

K L

M

Already achieved
In Progress
Planned for next 6 months
Planned for next 12-18 months s
Interested in pursuing
Not planned
Not relevant
Link to Resource

A

12

Adopt codes and incentives that guide sustainable
development that maximizes social benefits and
minimizes infrastructure demands
>Modify zoning and building regulations to allow mixeduse
>Use zoning and development regulations in strategic
locations to increase walkability
>Promote site design that encourages the development
of vibrant, walkable, commercial areas
Enact and enforce land use policies that protect valuable
natural assets and support resiliency
>Enact and enforce land-use policies that preserve open
space
>Enact and enforce policies that preserve and restore
functioning wetlands
>Enact policies that require conservation design best
management practices to protect natural resources

Y

>Protect sensitive aquifer areas via land use regulations
>Protect key natural assets and open space through
zoning and planned unit developments
>Enact and enforce a tree preservation ordinance to
protect valuable trees on private property
Integrate resiliency strategies into development policies
and plans

Y

Facilitate the retention of farms and other working lands
Enact an ordinance that requires ample sustainable tree
and landscape planting for new development and
redevelopments
Collaborate with state and federal partners to prepare for
and respond to invasive pest threats

Y

LAND
D

E

F

Category

OBJECTIVE
> STRATEGY
+ ADVANCED STRATEGY

GOAL

Education, Outreach & Engagement

LAND

L38

L39
L40
L41

Cultivate a
conservation ethic in L42
the community
L43
L44

Engage the community in programs and special events to
celebrate nature, such as Arbor Day and Earth Day
Educate the community about the value of trees, native
and sustainable landscaping
Engage community volunteers in land stewardship
activities on public and shared landscapes
Educate city staff about forest, wetlands and prairie best
management practices
Encourage beautiful, sustainable landscaping on private
property
Enlist volunteer groups to help in acquisition and
stewardship of public lands
Engage residents through a natural resources,
conservation and/ or tree commission

L45

Educate planning commissioners about sustainable
development principles and conservation strategies

L46

Engage local farmers to adopt conservation practices

G H I

J

K L

M

Interested in pursuing
Not planned
Not relevant
Link to Resource

C

Planned for next 12-18 months s

B

Already achieved
In Progress
Planned for next 6 months

A

13

Y

Y

Y
Y

LEADERSHIP

B

C

D

E

F

OBJECTIVE

Advocacy
Collaboration

LEADERSHIP

Leadership

Category

> STRATEGY

+ ADVANCED STRATEGY

GOAL
L1

Engage with academia and non-governmental organization to
support the GRC2

L2

Engage with state and national municipal associations to align
actions with GRC2

Enlist support for
Report local and regional environmental data to advance
GRC2 goals through
L3
national and international collaborative efforts (e.g., GHG
regional, state and
reporting, water supply planning)
national leadership
L4

Share information about municipal leadership in sustainability
broadly in the community and externally

L5

Seek recognition for community sustainability achievements

L6

Advocate for state policies and investment that support
municipal advances in sustainability

G H I

J

K L

M

Already achieved
In Progress
Planned for next 6 months
Planned for next 12-18 months
Interested in pursuing
Not planned
Not relevant
Link to Resource

A

14

Y

Y

Advocate for policies
Advocate for federal policies and investment that support
that align with and L7 municipal advances in sustainabilty
advance the GRC2
L8

Seek collaboration with the business sector to support municipal
sustainability, (e.g., product stewardship)

L9

Partner with other local governments to achieve efficiency and
sustainability

Work collaboratively
Participate with regional, state and federal initiatives to plan
towards a
L10
and achieve sustainability
sustainable region
L11

Partner with non-governmental organization to advance
sustainability in the community and regionally

Y

MOBILITY
B

C

D

E

F

OBJECTIVE

Category

> STRATEGY
+ ADVANCED STRATEGY

GOAL
M1

Bike and Pedestrian

M2

Support safe M3
and effective
M3a
active
M3b
transportation
M4

M5

Transportation Infrastructure

MOBILITY

M6

K L M

Y

Implement recommendations from the bicycle and pedestrian plan

Y

>Earn Bicycle Friendly Community designation
>Earn Walk Friendly Community designation

Y
Y

Collaborate with regional partners to connect on-and off-road
bicycle facilities with existing and planned regional trail networks
Provide bicycle parking at municipal facilities, business districts
and transit stations and in neighborhoods
Maintain streets and sidewalks for efficiency and safety without
harming natural resources
Maintain efficient traffic flow within and around the community

M8

Synchronize traffic signals to reduce vehicle idling
Incorporate sustainable roadways into capital improvement
planning, proactively plan for major transportation infrastructure
improvements
Collaborate to develop transportation infrastructure with context
sensitivity
Coordinate with regional transportation agencies to maximize
bicycle, pedestrian, vehicular transit, and rail connectivity and
mobility

Maintain a
diverse, safe M10
and efficient
transportation
M11
network

J

Identify gaps in pedestrian and the bicycle networks and barriers
to active modes of travel
Create a bicycle and pedestrian plan to improve connectivity in the
community and beyond

M7

M9

G H I

Already achieved
In Progress
Planned for next 6 months
Planned for next 12-18 months
Interested in pursuing
Not planned
Not relevant
Link to Resource

A

15

M12

Collaborate to provide alternative fuel infrastructure at public sites

M13

Incorporate trees and other green infrastructure elements into
roadway design and maintenance for functionality and aesthetics

M+14

+ Use the Envision checklist and infrastructure sustainability rating
system to guide project development

Y

Y

Y

MOBILITY
B

C

D

E

F

Category

OBJECTIVE
> STRATEGY
+ ADVANCED STRATEGY

GOAL

M22

Support regional transportation innovation
Support coordinated investment to improve efficiency in passenger
and freight railroads
Collaborate to support a network of alternate fueling
infrastructure
Advocate for broad adoption of clean fuel fleets (i.e utilities,
businesses, other agencies etc.)
Support strong national fuel efficiency standards
Seek both public and private partnership to finance transportation
system improvements
Strategically manage parking policies and priorities to advance
sustainability
Create Safe Routes to School

M23

Enact and enforce anti-idling policies for public fleet vehicles

M24

Designate no idling zones at schools, transit stations etc.
Adapt engineering standards to incorporate sustainable practices
into roadway construction and maintenance while assuring public
safety
Adapt building codes to accommodate and encourage alternate
fuel infrastructure
Adopt a Complete Streets policy to benefit all road users

M15

BikeStewardship
and Pedestrian

M16

Support
Support safe
efficient
and effective
transportation
active
that
uses
transportation
resources wisely

M17
M18
M19
M20

Policy

MOBILITY

M21

Integrate
sustainability
into
transportation
policies,
programs and
regulations

M25

M26
M27

Education & Outreach

MOBILITY

Shared-use Mobility

M28
M29

Promote public M30
and sustainable M31
transportation M32
choices
M33
M34
M35

Promote public
M36
and sustainable
transportation M37
M38
choices
M39

Revise subdivision code to promote active transportation, i.e.,
street sanctions that require bicycle facilities and sidewalks
Collaborate to maintain and enhance transit facilities
Collaborate to expand regional transit capacity and improve
service
Expand local transit connections to meet identified needs
Collaborate to provide multi-modal transportation options to
resolve the first and last mile barrier
Encourage municipal employees to use alternative modes of
transportation to commute to work
Encourage residents and visitors to walk and bike
Promote the availability of regional transit options
Collaborate with the community's largest employers to offer flex
scheduling, telecommuting, public and active transportation
Educate the community on the negative impacts of car idling
Advocate for mass transit funding
Encourage active transportation and community building in an
open streets event

G H I

J

K L M

Already achieved
In Progress
Planned for next 6 months
Planned for next 12-18 months
Interested in pursuing
Not planned
Not relevant
Link to Resource

A

16

Y
Y

Y
Y

Y
Y

Y
Y

MUNICIPAL OPERATIONS
B

C

D

E

F

Category

OBJECTIVE
> STRATEGY
+ ADVANCED STRATEGY

GOAL
MO1

MO3
MO4

Lead by Example

MO5
MO5a
Lead by
demonstrating
MO5b
sustainable values
and practices
MO5c

>Achieve ENVISION certification for public infrastructure

Formalize sustainability goals and plans
>Adopt the Greenest Region Compact 2
>Use the GRC2 Framework to create a sustainability plan
MO6b
and formally adopt it
Consolidate and/or share the delivery of public services
MO+7
with other local governments
+ Establish municipal finance practices to re-invest cost
MO+8
savings into sustainability initiatives
MO9
Adopt an environmental purchasing policy
Integrate
MO10
Extend useful life of physical assets
sustainability into MO11 Manage special events sustainably
MO+12 Integrate sustainability into capital planning
all municipal
MO6
MO6a

Sustainable
Operations

MUNICIPAL OPERATIONS

MO2

Support or create an interdisciplinary team to coordinate
internal sustainability efforts
Dedicate staff to direct sustainability initiatives
Leverage state/federal and private grants and resources to
advance sustainability
Educate and train staff on sustainability practices
Achieve third party certification for sustainable public
facilities
>Achieve LEED or Green Globes certification for public
buildings
>Achieve Sustainable Sites Certification for public
landscapes

operations

MO+13

Inventory, assess and manage municipal assets sustainably

G H I

J

K L

M

Already achieved
In Progress
Planned for next 6 months
Planned for next 12-18 months
Interested in pursuing
Not planned
Not relevant
Link to Resource

A

17

Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y

Y
Y

MUNICIPAL OPERATIONS
B

C

D

E

F

Category

OBJECTIVE
> STRATEGY
+ ADVANCED STRATEGY

GOAL

Operate a safe, clean and efficient fleet
>Conduct baseline fleet analysis
>Optimize fleet performance by reconciling tasks and
MO14b
vehicle types
>Increase fleet efficiency through driver education and
MO14c
training
Operate a safe,
MO14d
>Modify and retrofit vehicles to use alternate fuels
clean and efficient MO14d > Migrate fleet to alternate fuel vehicles
fleet
MO15
>Certify as an IEPA Illinois Green Fleet
Lead by
>Join Chicago Area Clean Cities Coalition and report
MO15
reduction of petroleum fuel consumption annually
demonstrating

Lead by Example
Municipal Fleet
Data Management

MUNICIPAL OPERATIONS

MO14
MO14a

G H I

J

K L

M

Already achieved
In Progress
Planned for next 6 months
Planned for next 12-18 months
Interested in pursuing
Not planned
Not relevant
Link to Resource

A

18

Y

Y
Y
Y
Y

sustainable values
+ Collaborate with businesses, industry leaders and other
MO+17
and practices
agencies to develop alternative fuel infrastructure
MO18

Collect and
manage data to
advance
sustainability

MO18a
MO18b
MO18c
MO18d
MO+10

Track, analyze and manage data to advance sustainability
goals
>Establish performance metrics
>Collect and organize data
>Report and share data
>Continue to track and monitor data over time
+ Use 'smart' technology to efficiently manage waste,
water, fleet, air and energy data

Y

SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES
D

E

F

G H

> STRATEGY
+ ADVANCED STRATEGY

GOAL

Health & Safety

SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES

Arts and Culture

SC1

Already achieved
In Progress

Category

OBJECTIVE

I

J

Interested in pursuing
Not planned
Not relevant
Link to Resource

C

Planned for next 12-18 months

B

Planned for next 6 months

A

19
K L

M

Preserve and maintain the community's historic assets

Integrate historical and cultural assets through community
programming
Promote cultural
SC3
Formalize support for culture and the arts
vibrancy in the
Engage community volunteers through an arts/cultureSC4
community
oriented citizen advisory group
SC5
Foster understanding of diverse cultural traditions
Promote beauty and livability in community design,
SC6
stewardship, and through partnerships
SC7
Protect all residents from the effects of pollution
Create a community that is resilient and well-prepared for
SC8
disaster
Connect community members to existing services that
SC9
support health and wellness
Ensure high quality essential human services programs are
SC10
available and utilized
Collaborate with state and federal partners to prepare for
Foster a culture of SC11 and respond to pest and disease threats to public health
health, safety and
Collaborate to offer active and healthy lifestyle programs to
SC12
wellness
residents
SC+13 + Support balanced, active play for families
SC+13a >Become recognized as a Playful City USA
+ Prioritize safe practices and collaborate to reduce
SC+14
accidental injuries and death
SC2

SC+14a
SC+15

>Become certified as a Safe Community
+ Integrate planning, policies and programs to
accommodate residents of all ages and abilities

Y

Y
Y

Y

SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES
D

E

F

G H

> STRATEGY
+ ADVANCED STRATEGY

GOAL

Social Justice

Arts and
Local
Culture
Food

SC16

Increase access to SC17
Promote cultural
sustainably
grown SC18
vibrancy
in the SC+19
local food
community
SC+20

Sustain
community
principles that are
welcoming,
inclusive and
equitable

SC21
SC22
SC23
SC24

Sustainable Community

SC25a

Promote a
sustainable
identity for the
community

SC25b
SC26
SC26a
SC+27
SC27a
SC28
SC29
SC30

Policy

SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES

SC25

Assure local
policies and codes SC31
support
SC32
sustainability
SC+33
SC+34

Already achieved
In Progress

Category

OBJECTIVE

I

J

Interested in pursuing
Not planned
Not relevant
Link to Resource

C

Planned for next 12-18 months

B

Planned for next 6 months

A

20
K L

M

Educate and engage the community in a sustainable food
culture
Incorporate local and healthy options into public foodservice procurement and events
Support and promote family and community gardens
+ Analyze and asses the current food system
+ Support innovative technologies for food production and
distribution
Cultivate and preserve a welcoming and inclusive
community character
Support social justice and equity throughout the community
Promote diversity of housing stock accessible to diverse
residents
Distribute public services and resources equitably in the
community
Promote third party certification for sustainable private
facilities
>Promote green certification for private buildings

Y

Y

>Promote ENVISION certification for private infrastructure

Y

Develop and maintain a community brand that highlights
sustainability
>Participate in the Green Office Challenge
+ Assess sustainability achievements relative to comparable
cities
>Participate in the STAR Community Rating System
Incentivize green building in new construction and reconstruction
Identify existing Code impediments sustainable building and
site best practices
Develop housing policies, programs, and regulations
designed to support and promote sustainability
Revise and/or develop codes to promote sustainable
building and site practices
Enact policies to preserve dark skies
+ Incentivize green building in new construction and reconstruction
+ Require third-party green building certification for
appropriate new construction

Y
Y
Y
Y

Y
Y

SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES
D

E

F

G H

> STRATEGY
+ ADVANCED STRATEGY

GOAL

Education
Arts and Culture

SC35

Promote cultural SC36
vibrancy in the
community

Use community festivals, lectures, workshops and other
events to share information about sustainability

SC38

Distribute sustainability information and resources provided
by other allied organizations and government agencies

SC+41
SC+42
SC43
Cultivate
community values
SC44
based on
principles of
SC45
sustainability
SC46

Outreach and Engagement

SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES

SC40

SC47
SC48
SC49
SC50
SC51
SC52

J

K L

M

Educate the community about sustainability initiatives using
existing municipal communication outlets (i.e., cable TV,
newsletters)
Assure community education messages are accessable in all
languages and formats

SC37

SC39

Already achieved
In Progress

Category

OBJECTIVE

I

Interested in pursuing
Not planned
Not relevant
Link to Resource

C

Planned for next 12-18 months

B

Planned for next 6 months

A

21

Y

Collaborate to incorporate sustainability into school
curricula
Collaborate to assure equitable access to quality education
in the community
+ Formalize an environmental education strategy
+ Develop/ distribute a green building manual
Utilize strategic partnerships with other community
organizations to promote sustainability
Participate in regional and national sustainability networks
Encourage the community to participate in sustainability
initiatives and events
Establish or strengthen an inter and intra/agency Green
Team
Engage residents in sustainability initiatives through an
environmentally-focused citizen advisory group
Foster positive communication and collaboration among
local and regional institutions
Reach out and remove barriers to include all residents in
civic affairs
Host environmentally focused event(s)
Encourage residents and businesses to contribute their time
and resources to sustain the community
Promote green building practices to residents, businesses
and developers

Y
Y

SC+53

Create an award or recognition program to encourage and
report sustainable behaviors for residents at home

Y

SC+54

Create an award or recognition program to encourage and
report sustainable actions by local businesses

Y

WASTE

D

C

F

E

Category

OBJECTIVE
> STRATEGY

GOAL

+ ADVANCED STRATEGY
WR1
WR1a

G H I

J

K L

M

Interested in pursuing
Not planned
Not relevant
Link to Resource

B

Already achieved
In Progress
Planned for next 6 months
Planned for next 12-18 months

A

22

Set a specific waste reduction goal:
> Set a waste reduction goal for municipal operations

> Set a waste reduction goal for the community
Promote and practice waste reduction & recycling in
WR2
Support
municipal operations
sustainable
W53
Reduce the use of paper in municipal offices
Conduct waste audits to identify waste reduction
material
WR4
opportunities
management
Support exchange of goods and services among residents
WR5
(i.e. Rummage Sale, Sporting Goods Swap)
WR+6 + Adopt a Pay-As-You-Throw program
WR+7 Support by-product synergies among industries
WR+8 Make public events "zero waste"
WR9
Establish and strive for specific recycling goals:
WR9a > Establish and strive for a residential recycling goal
WR9b > Establish and strive for a multi-family recycling goal
> Establish and strive for a commercial & institutional
WR9c
Recycle materials
recycling goal
across all sectors WR10 Provide curbside recycling for residents
Provide access to recycling infrastructure and services at
WR11
public places
Support regional efforts for developing a food scrap
WR +12
composting services
WR13 Collaborate to Support proper disposal of:

Recycling
Waste Diversion

WASTE & RECYCLING

Waste Reduction

WR1b

Divert waste
from landfills

WR13a

> Support proper disposal of household hazardous waste

WR13b

> Support proper disposal of pharmaceutical and personal
care product waste

WR13c

> Support proper disposal of fats, oils and grease (FOGs)

WR13d

> Support proper disposal of electronic waste

WR14
WR15

Collaborate to provide recycling service for items not
suitable for curbside pickup e.g. clothing, shoes, Christmas
Facilitate biosolid re-use in the community (e.g.
landscaping)

Y

Y
Y

Y

Y

WASTE
F

E

WASTE & RECYCLING
Education &
Waste Reduction
Policy
Engagement

Category

OBJECTIVE
> STRATEGY

GOAL
Enact policies
that cause
Support
sustainable
sustainable
material
material
management
management

+ ADVANCED STRATEGY
WR16
WR17
WR18
WR19
WR20
WR21

Engage the
WR22
community in
waste reduction WR23
and recycling WR24
WR25

Require commercial & multi-family recycling
Establish a construction & demolition recycling policy
Eliminate policy barriers to on-site composting
Engage with Solid Waste agencies to manage waste
sustainably
Ban or discourage the use of products resulting in unmanageable waste (e.g. plastic bags)
Educate the community on recycling and composting
practices
Educate the community to reduce waste by consuming less
and reusing
Discourage fly dumping and littering
Organize a community wide clean-up day
Engage community volunteers in recycling education and
events

G H I

J

K L

M

Interested in pursuing
Not planned
Not relevant
Link to Resource

D

C

Planned for next 12-18 months

B

Already achieved
In Progress
Planned for next 6 months

A

23

Y

Y

Y
Y

WATER
B

C

D

F

E

Category

OBJECTIVE
> STRATEGY
+ ADVANCED STRATEGY

GOAL
W1
W1a

Water Conservation

W1b
W2
W3

Use and distribute
water efficiently

W4
W+5
W+6
W+7
W+8
W9

WATER

W9a

Water Quality

W9b
W9c

Protect and improve
water quality
W10
W11
W12
W13
W14

Reduce community water consumption per capita
>Implement water efficiency measures at all municipal
facilities
>Encourage residents and businesses to identify and
mitigate water loss
Become a US EPA WaterSense Partner
Designate a staff Water Conservation Coordinator to
manage water conservation programs
Participate in regional efforts and programs to conserve
water
Provide customer incentives to retrofit using high
efficiency, Water Sense appliances and fixtures
Provide water use audits to customers
Collaborate with energy utilities to integrate water
conservation into energy audits for residential customers
Collaborate to encourage commercial, industrial and
institutional customers to conserve water
Protect surface and groundwater from runoff and
contamination
>Avoid the use of coal tar sealants on municipal property
>Resolve to eliminate unnecessary landscape pesticides
and fertilizer use on municipal property
>Use sensible salting strategies to reduce chloride
contamination
Collaborate to identify sensitive aquifer recharge areas
Support post-development runoff reduction and
mitigation
Inventory and inspect septic systems
Collaborate with regional initiatives to protect Lake
Michigan and the Mississippi River
Label storm drains indicating the destination of discharge

G H I

J

K L

M

Already achieved
In Progress
Planned for next 6 months
Planned for next 12-18 months
Interested in pursuing
Not planned
Not relevant
Link to resource

A

24

Y
Y

Y

Y

Y
Y
Y
Y

WATER
B

C

D

E

F

Category

OBJECTIVE
> STRATEGY
+ ADVANCED STRATEGY

GOAL
W15
W15a

Water Infrastructure Water Conservation

WATER

W15b
W16

Use and distribute
water efficiently

W16a
W16b
W16c

Manage water
system assets
sustainably

W16d

Operate an efficient water utility that delivers clean,
healthful, water
>Control water loss by auditing water supply system using
AWWA protocols
>Periodically detect system leaks and develop a strategic
plan for repair
Comprehensively and sustainably manage water
infrastructure
>Develop a water infrastructure asset management plan
to sustain the system
>Implement the water infrastructure asset management
plan to sustain the system
>Meter 100% of customers with automated reading
technology
>Implement sub-metering for multi-family housing
customers

W16e

>Detect and repair water system leaks

W16f

>Repair and replace inefficient water supply infrastructure

W16g

>Support property owners in timely repair of service lines
through third-party warranty program

W17

Invest water revenues into sustaining water infrastructure

W18

Coordinate street, utility and water infrastructure projects

W19

W20

Seek both public and private financing partnerships for
infrastructure improvements
Riparian communities: Collaborate with other agencies to
assess dam performance and support removal when
feasible

G H I

J

K L

M

Already achieved
In Progress
Planned for next 6 months
Planned for next 12-18 months
Interested in pursuing
Not planned
Not relevant
Link to resource

A

25

Y
Y

Y

Y

Y

WATER
B

C

D

E

F

Category

OBJECTIVE
> STRATEGY
+ ADVANCED STRATEGY

GOAL
W21

Stormwater Management and Green Water
Infrastructure
Conservation

WATER

W22
W23
W23a

Use and distribute
water efficiently

W23b
W24

Participate in the Community Rating System for flood
mitigation and planning
Participate in the National Flood Insurance Program
allowing residents to access flood insurance
Implement green infrastructure best management
practices on municipal properties

G H I

J

K L

M

Already achieved
In Progress
Planned for next 6 months
Planned for next 12-18 months
Interested in pursuing
Not planned
Not relevant
Link to resource

A

26

Y

>Build or retrofit paved surfaces with permeable materials
>Install and maintain bioswales, filter strips, trees, rain
gardens, and other functional landscapes
Encourage residents and businesses to adopt green
infrastructure practices

>Collaborate to provide rain barrels, plants and other
Optimize the use of W24a
resources to allow resident to capture and store rainwater
natural and built
Encourage residents and businesses to reduce flood risks
systems to manage
W25
on their property
stormwater
W25a
W25b

W26
W27
W28
W+29
W+30

>Incentive overhead basement sewer conversion

>Encourage property owners to disconnect downspouts
from sewers and direct flow to landscaping
Enhance natural features of stormwater detention and
retention systems
Collaborate to enhance wetlands for improved ecosystem
services
Collaborate with regional and state agencies to sustainably
manage stormwater
+ Use USEPA Water Quality Scorecard to develop a
systems approach to optimize stormwater
+ Establish a stormwater utility funding mechanism

Y
Y

WATER
B

C

D

E

F

Category

OBJECTIVE
> STRATEGY
+ ADVANCED STRATEGY

GOAL
W31
W32

Water Conservation

W33
W34

Use and distribute
water efficiently

W35
W35a

Policy

WATER

W35b

Enact policies to
protect water
resources

W35c
W36
W37
W38

W39

W40

W41

Conduct a water rate study to determine sustainble rate
structure
Adopt full-cost pricing policies for water service
Amend code to require water efficiency and conservation
in commercial and residential development
Incorporate conservation practices into new development
guidelines and incentives
Adopt a water conservation policy and/or plan inclusive of
all customers and municipal operations
>Enact and enforce regulation to control of wasteful
water practices
>Enact and enforce outdoor watering regulations
responsive to drought conditions
>Regulate or incentive water efficiency for customers
managing large landscapes
Update stormwater ordinance to integrate Illinois State
Model Local Stormwater Ordinance
Adopt codes that enable rainwater harvesting for nonpotable uses
Adopt a resolution supporting the Great Lakes and St.
Lawrence River Basin Water Resources Compact
Review and adopt codes to eliminate barriers to green
infrastructure BMPs including cisterns, green roofs,
bioswales, permeable paving
Allow flexibility (off-site management, payment-in-lieu) to
allow developments to meet stormwater management
requirements sustainably
Enact codes that protect surface and groundwater from
runoff and contamination

G H I

J

K L

M

Already achieved
In Progress
Planned for next 6 months
Planned for next 12-18 months
Interested in pursuing
Not planned
Not relevant
Link to resource

A

27

Y
Y

Y

Y

Y

WATER
B

C

D

E

F

Category

OBJECTIVE
> STRATEGY
+ ADVANCED STRATEGY

GOAL

W44

Sustain supply of high-quality public water
Ensure drinking and wastewater systems are operating
efficiently
Utilize treated effluent as a valuable water resource

W45

Participate in watershed planning and stewardship efforts

W42

Water
Stewardship
Conservation

W43

W46

Practice
Use andstewardship
distribute
ofwater
waterefficiently
resources W46
W48

K L

M

Y

Y
Y

W+50

+ Enact a water offset policy for water neutral community
growth

Y

W51

Educate and support the community to conserve water

Y

W52
W53

Education and Outreach

J

Contribute local data on water supply, quality and
operations to support state and regional stewardship

W49

WATER

Implement municipal recommendations from watershed
plan
Allow public access and encourage stewardship of
community waterways
Support regional and statewide water supply planning and
stewardship

G H I

Already achieved
In Progress
Planned for next 6 months
Planned for next 12-18 months
Interested in pursuing
Not planned
Not relevant
Link to resource

A

28

W54
W55

Engage the
community in water
W56
stewardship
W57
W58
W59
W60

Educate the community on the value of clean and safe
drinking water
Promote tap water over bottled water
Educate the community on practices that reduce
contamination of water resources
Support private well-owners in water quality monitoring
and stewardship
Educate customers about public water supply and
wastewater operations through media and events
Educate the community on benefits and practices of green
infrastructure
Educate and support the community in preparing for and
managing floods
Collaborate to teach water conservation and stewardship
in schools
Collaborate to raise watershed awareness and foster
stewardship

Y
Y
Y

Y
Y
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Appendix

Contributors to the Greenest Region Compact 2 and GRC2 Framework
360 Energy Group
Ac ve Transporta on Alliance
AECOM
Alliance for the Great Lakes
America in Bloom
American Planning Associa on - Illinois
Argonne Na onal Laboratory
CB&I
Center for Neighborhood Technology
Chaddick Ins tute for
Metropolitan Development
Chicago Area Clean Ci es Coali on
Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning
Chicago Wilderness
Ci zens U lity Board
ComEd
Cook County
Deerpath Garden Club
Delta Ins tute
DuPage County
Elevate Energy
Energy Resources Center
Engineering Enterprises, Inc.
Environmental Law and Policy Center
Federal Emergency Management Agency
Great Lakes Clean Communi es Network
Grand Victoria Founda on
Green Ways 2Go
Huﬀ and Huﬀ
Illinois Associa on of Wastewater Agencies
Illinois Clean Energy Community Founda on
Illinois Climate Ac on Table
Illinois Department of Commerce
and Economic Opportunity
Illinois Department of Natural Resources
Illinois Emergency Management Agency
Illinois Environmental Protec on Agency
Illinois Parks and Recrea on Associa on

Illinois Recycling Associa on
Illinois Sec on American
Water Works Associa on
Illinois Sustainable Technology Center
Illlinois Wood U liza on Team
Illinois-Indiana Sea Grant
Local Government Educa on
and Informa on Network
Meadows Center for Water
and the Environment
Metropolitan Planning Council
Metropolitan Water Reclama on District
Midwest Ecological Landscape Alliance
Midwest Pes cide Ac on Center
Morraine Valley Community College
Na onal League of Ci es
Nicor
Northwest Water Planning Alliance
Openlands
Prairie State Network
Seven Genera ons Ahead
Sierra Club
Solid Waste Agency of
Northern Cook County
South Metropolitan Higher
Educa on Consor um
South Shore Clean Ci es Coali on
South Suburban Mayors
and Managers Associa on
STAR Technical Advisory Group
The Chicago Community Trust
The Morton Arboretum
The Power Bureau
University of Illinois,
Environmental Law Department
US Conference of Mayors
US Environmental Protec on Agency
US Green Building Council
Will County
Woodlands Garden Club
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Appendix
Municipal Sustainability Plans Analyzed and Integrated in the GRC2 Authoring Organiza on
Village of Algonquin
City of Aurora
City of Batavia
Village of Buﬀalo Grove
City of Chicago
City of Des Plaines
Village of Elburn
City of Elgin
City of Elmhurst
City of Evanston
City of Highland Park
Village of Hoﬀman Estates
Village of Homer Glen
Village of La Grange Park
Lake County
Village of Lombard
Village of Millbrook
Village of Monee, Peotone, University Park
City of Naperville
Village of Niles
City of Normal
Village of Northbrook
Village of Oak Park/ River Forest
Village of Orland Park
Village of Park Forest
Village of Robbins
Village of Schaumburg
Village of Sleepy Hollow
Village of Winnetka
City of Woodstock

Environmental Ac on Plan
Sustainability Plan
Environmental Iden ty
Environmental Plan
Sustainable Chicago
Sustain Des Plaines
Comprehensive Plan, Sustainability Chapter
Sustainability Ac on Plan
Comprehensive Plan, Sustainability Chapter Climate
Ac on Plan
Sustainability Strategic Plan
Sustainability Plan
Green Vision
Sustainability Plan
Strategy for Sustainable Lake County
Local Climate Ac on Plan
Comprehensive Plan
Green Communi es Vision
Environmental Sustainability Plan
Environmental Ac on Plan
Community-Wide Sustainability Plan
Strategic Sustainability Plan
Sustainability Plan
Comprehensive Plan, Sustainability Chapter
Sustainability Plan
Green Communi es Vision
Comprehensive Green Ac on Plan
Green CommunitiesVision
Environmental & Forestry Commission, Strategic Plan
Environmental Plan

2010
2008
2013
2014
2012
2011
2013
2013
2009
2008
2010
2013
2004
2012
2009
2012
2009
2009
2010
2013
2010
2013
2011
2013
2012
2004
2008
2004
2010
2010

Regional, Na onal, Global Sustainability Guiding Documents Analyzed and Integrated into the GRC2
CMAP
CMAP
CMAP
CMAP
Ins tute for Sustainable Infrastructure
STAR Communi es, ICLEI, Na onal League of Ci es
US Conference of Mayors
Metropolitan Mayors Caucus
Illinois Parks and Recrea on Associa on
Smart Ci es Council

Green Prac ces Survey
Go To 2040
Sustainability White Paper
Water 2050
Envision
STAR Community Ra ng System
Mayors Climate Protection Agreement
Greenest Region Compact
Model Environmental Policy & Toolkit
Smart Ci es Index

2008
2010
2015
2010
2014
2012
2005
2007
2008
2014

Municipal Sustainability Guiding Documents Also Referenced
Village of Arlington Heights
DuPage County
Village of Glencoe
Village of Glenview
Village of Hainesville
Village of Chicago Heights, South Chicago Heights
Village of Me awa, Lincolnshire & Bannockburn
Village of Montgomery & Oswego
Village of Round Lake
Village of Wheeling

Green Initiatives
Environmental Policy & Cool DuPage
Sustainability Study
A Plan for Nature
Comprehensive Plan, Sustainability Chapter
Green Community Vision Plan
Green Infrastructure Plan
Green Community Vision Plan
Comprehensive Plan, Sustainability Chapter
Sustainability Report

2008
2010
2015
2010
2014
2012
2005
2007
2008
2014
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Appendix

Metropolitan Mayors Caucus Environment Commi ee
Member Communi es and Councils of Governments

City of Aurora
City of Blue Island
City of Chicago
City of Des Plaines
City of Evanston
City of Highland Park
City of Rockford
Sauk Village
Village of Alsip
Village of Arlington Heights
Village of Blue Island
Village of Cary
Village of Deerﬁeld
Village of Fox River Grove
Village of Frankfort
Village of Franklin Park*
Village of Grayslake
Village of Hainesville
Village of Hanover Park
Village of Hazel Crest
Village of Hoﬀman Estates
Village of Lakewood
Village of Lemont

*Co-Chair's Community

Logo and icons design: Clint Mcmanus
Presenta on design: Peggy Shapiro

Village of Lincolnwood
Village of Lombard
Village of Niles
Village of North Aurora
Village of Northlake
Village of Orland Park
Village of Park Forest*
Village of Richton Park
Village of Schaumburg
Village of Streamwood
Village of Villa Park
Village of Westchester
Village of Woodridge
Barrington Area Council of Governments
DuPage Mayors & Managers Conference
Lake County Council of Governments
Mc Henry County Council of Governments
Metro West Council of Governments
Northwest Municipal Conference
South Suburban Mayors & Mgrs Conference
Southwest Conference of Mayors
West Central Municipal Conference
Will County Government League
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Greenest Region Compact 2
The member municipali es of the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus seek a vibrant, sustainable
future for their communi es and the greater Chicago region. The consensus goals of the
Greenest Region Compact 2 aim for enhanced quality of life for residents; protec on and
stewardship of the environment and sustainable economic vitality.
To become the most sustainable and successful region in the United States, they, therefore,
support the following consensus goals of the Greenest Region Compact 2 and agree to work to
achieve them, both in their own communi es and in collabora on throughout the region:

Climate
Ÿ Reduce greenhouse gas emissions
Ÿ Maintain clean and healthful air
Ÿ Develop resiliency to climate change impacts
Ÿ Engage the community in climate change mi ga on and adapta on

Economic Development
Ÿ Promote innova on and a compe

ve workforce
Ÿ Cul vate local and sustainable development, jobs, and businesses

Energy
Ÿ Use energy for buildings and facili es eﬃciently
Ÿ Advance renewable energy
Ÿ Reduce energy consump on
Ÿ Enact policies that support clean energy
Ÿ Engage the community in clean energy prac ces

Land
Ÿ Encourage strategic development that upholds sustainability principles
Ÿ Conserve, restore and enhance natural features and ecosystems
Ÿ Support networks of accessible well-used and enjoyable parks
Ÿ Sustain a robust urban forest canopy
Ÿ Sustain beau ful landscapes that provide ecosystem services
Ÿ Achieve greater livability through sustainable land use and housing policies
Ÿ Cul vate a conserva on ethic in the community

Leadership
Ÿ Enlist support for GRC2 goals through regional, state and na onal leadership
Ÿ Advocate for policies that align with and advance the GRC2
Ÿ Work collabora vely towards a sustainable region

33

Mobility
Ÿ Support safe and eﬀec ve ac ve transporta on
Ÿ Maintain a diverse, safe, and eﬃcient transporta on network
Ÿ Support eﬃcient transporta on that uses resources wisely
Ÿ Integrate sustainability into transporta on policies, programs, and regula ons
Ÿ Promote public and sustainable transporta on choices

Municipal Opera ons
Ÿ Lead by demonstra ng sustainable values and prac ces
Ÿ Integrate sustainability into all municipal opera ons
Ÿ Operate a safe, clean and eﬃcient ﬂeet
Ÿ Collect and manage data to advance sustainability

Sustainable Communi es
Ÿ Promote cultural vibrancy in the community
Ÿ Foster a culture of health, safety, and wellness
Ÿ Increase access to sustainably grown local food
Ÿ Sustain community principles that are welcoming, inclusive and equitable
Ÿ Promote a sustainable iden ty for the community
Ÿ Ensure local policies and codes support sustainability
Ÿ Cul vate community values based on principles of sustainability

Waste & Recycling
Ÿ Support sustainable material management
Ÿ Recycle materials across all sectors
Ÿ Divert waste from landﬁlls
Ÿ Enact policies that cause sustainable material management
Ÿ Engage the community in waste reduc on and recycling

Water
Ÿ Use and distribute water eﬃciently
Ÿ Protect and improve and water quality
Ÿ Manage water system assets sustainably
Ÿ Op mize the use of natural and built systems

to manage stormwater
Ÿ Prac ce stewardship of water resources
Ÿ Enact policies to protect water resources
Ÿ Engage the community in water stewardship
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Sample Resolution
Endorsing the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus' Greenest Region Compact 2

WHEREAS, the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus provides a forum for the chief
elected oﬃcials of the Chicago region to develop consensus and act on common
public policy issues and mul -jurisdic onal challenges; and
WHEREAS, the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus' par cipa ng Mayors and their
communi es have a history of environmental stewardship, from energy
eﬃciency, water conserva on, urban forestry, and par cipa on in Clean Air
Counts; and
WHEREAS, it is important for Mayors and local governments throughout the
United States to take leadership roles to advance sustainability both in their own
communi es and in concert with regional, na onal and global ini a ves; and
WHEREAS, the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus created the Greenest Region
Compact 2 to address environmental sustainability issues of global importance
at the local level; and
WHEREAS, the Greenest Region Compact 2, also called the GRC2, is built on
important environmental ini a ves already underway in communi es, in
partnership with many non-proﬁt, state, regional and na onal organiza ons; and
WHEREAS, the GRC2 synthesizes sustainability goals already adopted by leading
communi es in the region; and these consensus goals align with common
regional, state, na onal and global objec ves; and
WHEREAS, the GRC2 oﬀers a companion Framework to guide communi es of all
sizes and strengths to assess their current eﬀorts; develop a sustainability plan
suited to local priori es; and will oﬀer resources to help them succeed; and
WHEREAS, the consensus goals of the Greenest Region Compact 2 will guide
coordinated eﬀorts toward enhanced quality of life for residents; protec on and
stewardship of the environment and sustainable economic vitality.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City/Village of _______________
endorses the Greenest Region Compact 2 proposed by the Metropolitan Mayors
Caucus and agrees to work to achieve them, both in their own communi es and
in collabora on throughout the region.
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Metropolitan

Caucus

Mayors

The Metropolitan Mayors Caucus is a membership
organization of the Chicago region's 275 cities, towns, and
villages. Founded in 1997 by then Chicago Mayor Richard
M. Daley and leading mayors from nine suburban
municipal groups, the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus pushes
past geographical boundaries and local interests to work
on public policy issues. The caucus provides a forum for
metropolitan Chicago's chief elected oﬃcials to
collaborate on common problems and work toward a
common goal of improving the quality of life for the
millions of people who call the region home.

Contact: Edith Makra
Director of Environmental Initiatives
Metropolitan Mayors Caucus
233 S. Wacker Drive, Chicago IL, 60606
emakra@mayorscaucus.org
312-201-4506

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
December 5, 2017
CONTACT:
Mayor’s Press Office
312.744.3334
press@cityofchicago.org

MAYOR EMANUEL AND GLOBAL MAYORS SIGN THE CHICAGO CLIMATE CHARTER AT THE
NORTH AMERICAN CLIMATE SUMMIT
More than 50 Mayors commit to achieving emissions reductions and move forward with climate action
Mayor Emanuel was joined today at the North American Climate Summit by municipal leaders from
across the world, including Mexico City Mayor Miguel Ángel Mancera, Vancouver Mayor Gregor
Robertson, Paris Mayor Anne Hidalgo and Vice Chair of the Global Covenant of Mayors Christiana
Figueres, to sign the Chicago Climate Charter, a first-of-its-kind international charter on climate
change. The Chicago Climate Charter will represent more than 50 cities, and tens of millions of
people in cities across the world.
"Rather than burying our heads in the sand, Chicago is working with cities across the country and
around the world to address the threat of climate change," said Mayor Rahm Emanuel. "The Chicago
Climate Charter represents tens of million residents who are committed to confronting climate
change head-on. Even as Washington fails to act, cities have the power and will to take decisive
action to protect our planet and the health and safety of our residents."
At the North American Climate Summit, cities are taking action to articulate commitments to the
Paris Agreement and highlight the scope and scale of city climate action in the United States
following the Trump administration’s decision to withdraw from the Paris Agreement. By signing
the Chicago Climate Charter, cities are pledging to:








Achieve a percent reduction in carbon emissions in line with the Paris Agreement;
Quantify, track and publicly report city emissions, consistent with standards
and best practices of measurement and transparency;
Advocate alongside other mayors for greater local authority and flexibility to develop
policies and local laws that empower cities to take aggressive action on climate;
Recognize and include groups traditionally underrepresented in climate policy;
Incorporate the realities of climate change and its impacts into local infrastructure and
emergency planning through strategies of adaptation and resilience;
Support strong regional, state and federal policies and partnerships, as well as private
sector initiatives, that incentivize the transition to a new climate economy; and



Partner with experts, communities, businesses, environmental justice groups, advocates
and other allies to develop holistic climate mitigation and resilience solutions.

The signed charter will be available at www.northamericanclimatesummit.com.
Cities are engaged and ready to take decisive action. Many local leaders will make individual and
specific commitments to combat climate change. There are many specific pledges, including:
investing in public transit systems to reduce the carbon footprint; providing safe public
transportation and accessible land use; accelerating affordable renewable energy access; and
reducing the carbon footprint in new and existing public and private buildings and infrastructure.
“The North American Climate Summit sends a timely message to leaders around the world that
cities are taking strong, swift and measurable action to reduce their greenhouse gas emissions,
ensure their communities are more resilient and transition their local economies to benefit from a
low-carbon world,” said Global Covenant of Mayors Vice-Chair Christiana Figueres. “Cities and local
governments have a critical role to play in stepping up ambition on climate change, and it is very
encouraging to see so many coming to the table as we head into the 2018 Stock Take year.”
Since the Trump administration’s announcement to pull out of the Paris Agreement, cities across
the United States and around of the world have shown their commitment to creating a truly
sustainable future for their residents. America’s Pledge, an initiative led by former New York City
Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg and California Governor Jerry Brown, formally aggregates and
quantifies all U.S. climate action to submit to the U.N. Commitments made by U.S. cities to the
Chicago Climate Charter are in support of America’s Pledge.
"This Charter is a great example of how cities are working together and encouraging one another to
aim higher, and it will add momentum to America's progress fighting climate change,” said
America’s Pledge Co-Chair Michael R. Bloomberg. “All the U.S. cities signing the charter are making
commitments in support of America's Pledge - which sends a strong signal to the world that we will
keep moving forward toward our Paris goal, with or without Washington. I want to thank Mayor
Emanuel for spearheading this effort and for leading by example through his work in Chicago."
The Summit will also feature the fifth-annual C40 Cities Bloomberg Philanthropies Awards,
celebrating the most innovative and impactful efforts by mayors to tackle climate change.
Recognizing the increasingly important role cities must play in driving climate action in the United
States, for the first time ever the Awards will celebrate one winner from a US city and one winner
from the rest of the world.
“Nowadays, our worldwide philosophy should be ‘Think local, act global’. The winners of the C40
Cities Bloomberg Philanthropies Awards are evidence of the stunning innovation and disruptive
progress by cities around the world to shape the century ahead” said Anne Hidalgo, Mayor of Paris
and Chair of C40. “These projects should be considered blueprints that other cities can adapt to
accelerate their own efforts.”
Mayors are committed to working through existing organizations, including Climate Mayors, C40
Cities Climate Leadership Group, the Urban Sustainability Directors Network and ICLEI to develop
partnerships with other cities. These commitments made under the Chicago Climate Charter will
be clustered around central ideas and themes to better aggregate impact and provide guidance for
Mayors who are looking to peers for new ideas.

The North American Climate Summit was hosted by Mayor Emanuel, in concert with the Global
Covenant of Mayors for Climate & Energy. The Summit is supported by the Joyce Foundation, the
MacArthur Foundation and the Crown Family Philanthropies.
About the City of Chicago
The City of Chicago has long taken action on climate. Recently, Mayor Emanuel announced the city
reduced its carbon emissions by eleven percent from 2005 to 2015, bringing the city to forty
percent of the way to meeting its Paris Climate Agreement goals. The reduction in greenhouse
gases over the past decade came while the number of jobs within the city increased by seven
percent and is equivalent to shutting down a coal power plant for fourteen months. In April, the
Mayor announced that by 2025 all of Chicago’s public buildings will be powered by 100 percent
renewable energy. The transition means that 8 percent of the city-wide electricity load or 1.8 billion
kilowatt hours will come from clean and renewable sources. This follows the 2013 commitment
that the City made to eliminating coal from its electricity supply. When the Trump administration
unceremoniously removed research from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Climate
Change Website, Mayor Emanuel worked with cities around the country to post after online. The
research can be found on the City of Chicago’s “Climate Change is Real website,

www.cityofchicago.org/climatechangeisreal.

About the Global Covenant of Mayors for Climate & Energy
Co-chaired by the UN Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for Cities and Climate Change Michael R.
Bloomberg and Vice President of the European Commission Maroš Šefčovič, the Global Covenant of
Mayors is the world’s largest and first-of-its-kind international alliance of cities and local
governments taking action to combat climate change. The international alliance is made up of
nearly 7500 cities and local governments, all of whom have committed to meet or exceed the
planned contributions of their respective national governments to the meet the goals of the Paris
Climate Agreement and report regularly and publicly on their progress. Former Executive Secretary
of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change Christiana Figueres serves as the
Vice-Chair of the initiative. 175 cities across North America have made commitments to the Global
Covenant of Mayors. These commitments mirror those made through the Chicago Climate Charter
and ClimateMayors in the United States.
About America’s Pledge
In the wake of the Trump Administration’s decision to pull out of the Paris Agreement, an
unprecedented number of U.S. cities, states, businesses, and universities have reaffirmed their
commitment to helping America reach its Paris climate goals. Whether through declarations like
We Are Still In or new pledges and commitments of their own, these non-national actors are
maintaining U.S. momentum on climate action in the absence of federal leadership. In July 2017,
former New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg and California Governor Jerry Brown launched the
America’s Pledge initiative, which will aggregate and quantify the actions of states, cities and
businesses and other non-national actors in the United States to drive down their greenhouse gas
emissions consistent with the goals of the Paris Agreement.
About Climate Mayors
More than 377 Mayors from around the country have committed to the Paris Agreement as part of
the Mayors National Climate Agenda, or Climate Mayors. This network of U.S. mayors —
representing over 67 million Americans in red states and blue states — works together to
strengthen local efforts for reducing greenhouse gas emissions and supporting efforts for binding
federal and global-level policy making. This group is a part of the America's Pledge initiative, which

will aggregate carbon reductions pledged by cities, regions and businesses with the aim of ensuring
that the US achieves its Paris Agreement pledge.
About C40 Cities Climate Leadership Group
C40 Cities connects more than 90 of the world’s greatest cities, representing 650+ million people
and one quarter of the global economy. Created and led by cities, C40 is focused on tackling climate
change and driving urban action that reduces greenhouse gas emissions and climate risks, while
increasing the health, wellbeing and economic opportunities of urban citizens. The current chair of
the C40 is Mayor of Paris Anne Hidalgo; and three-term Mayor of New York City Michael R.
Bloomberg serves as President of the Board. C40’s work is made possible by our three strategic
funders: Bloomberg Philanthropies, Children’s Investment Fund Foundation (CIFF), and Realdania.
To learn more about the work of C40 and our cities, please visit www.c40.org, follow us on Twitter
@c40cities or Instagram @c40cities and like us on Facebook at
http://www.facebook.com/C40Cities.
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1200 Wilmette Avenue
WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040
MEETING MINUTES
ENVIRONMENTAL AND ENERGY COMMISSION
MONDAY, MARCH 19, 2018
6:30 P.M.
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE ROOM
Members Present:

Chris Dunn
John Andersen
Amanda Ault
Arthur Haut
Nathan Kebede
Michael Kim
Linda Kurtz
Tim Perry

Members Absent:

None

Staff Present:

John Adler, Director of Community Development; Kate
Amoruso, Assistant to the Director of Engineering & Public
Works; Kate McManus, Planner II

Guest:

Edith Makra, Director of
Metropolitan Mayors Caucus

I.

Environmental

Initiatives,

CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Dunn called the meeting to order at approximately 6:30 p.m.

II.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Chairman Dunn directed the Commission’s attention to the draft minutes of the
Environmental and Energy Commission meetings of July 18, 2016 and August 1,
2017.
Chairman Dunn called for a motion that the Commission approve the minutes as
drafted. Commissioner Andersen moved to approve and Commissioner Perry
seconded the motion. Minutes were unanimously approved as drafted.
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III.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Chairman Dunn explained that the Commission will be briefed tonight on the
Greenest Region’s Compact (GRC2) and the Chicago Climate Charter. The
Commission will then schedule a subsequent meeting to discuss both agreements
and make recommendations to the Village Board about Wilmette’s participation in
both.

IV.

REVIEW OF THE CHICAGO CLIMATE CHARTER AND CLIMATE MAYORS
John Adler reviewed the Administration Committee’s decision to refer both the
Chicago Climate Charter and Climate Mayors to the EEC. The Commission has
been tasked with identifying the requirements and impacts to the Village of joining
these organizations, and then to make a recommendation to the Village Board
regarding participation in both. Depending on what the Village Board decides, the
EEC may then be tasked with executing the requirements of the agreement(s).
Mr. Adler reviewed the budgetary guidelines provided by the Administration
Committee. The Village is not intending to hire a full-time sustainability coordinator,
so Commission members will be asked to assist and divide up some of the
responsibilities, as has been done in the past. Some action items may have a
budgetary impact, which should not exclude them. These items could be added to
the CIP; however, it may be more prudent to initially focus on action items that
have no budgetary impact.
Karen Glennemeier mentioned that one or both of these agreements would require
the Village to perform a greenhouse gas emissions inventory, which was
completed for the years 2007, 2008, 2009 and 2010, so this should not be a barrier
to participation.

V.

REVIEW OF THE GREENEST REGIONS COMPACT (GRC2)
Edith Makra, Director of Environmental Initiatives of the Metropolitan Mayors
Caucus, introduced herself explained the history and evolution of the Greenest
Regions Compact 2 (GRC2), which is a collaboration of municipalities working
towards sustainability.
To build the GRC2, the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus reviewed 30 local and 9
regional/national sustainability plans, analyzed their 1149 individual sustainability
goals, and synthesized them into 49 consensus goals across 10 categories:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Climate
Economic Development
Energy
Land
Leadership

6. Mobility
7. Municipal Operations
8. Sustainable Communities
9. Water
10. Waste
2

In order to adopt the GRC2, communities are required to pass a resolution
supporting the Compact and endorsing these consensus goals; however, the
GRC2 does not require any reporting or specific commitments at this time. 70
municipalities have signed on to the GRC2 in the two years since its inception.
The consensus goals make up the outline of the GRC2 Framework, which expands
on the 49 consensus goals and includes consolidated versions of the 1149
individual sustainability goals. The Framework is very comprehensive, but
communities are not currently required to complete any of the goals or adopt the
Framework itself. It is simply a tool that municipalities can use to create their own
sustainability plans.
Ms. Makra walked the Commission through how to use the Framework to identify
which sustainability objectives the Village has already achieved, which objectives
are not relevant, and how to prioritize the remaining objectives.
Ms. Makra explained that the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus plans to eventually use
the Framework to track the achievements of the members and award their
achievements with some sort of tiered recognition program.
Ms. Makra then segued into a discussion of climate action for municipalities and
the various pledges and compacts available for municipalities. Ms. Makra identified
which agreements require only a pledge, and which also require reporting:
Pledge Only:
- Climate Mayors
- GRC2
- America’s Pledge
- We Are Still In

Pledge & Reporting:
- C40 Cities
- Chicago Climate Charter
- Global Covenant of Mayors for Climate & Energy
- Compact of Mayors

According to Ms. Makra, Climate Mayors, America’s Pledge, and We Are Still In
are more political in nature, and were created in reaction to the United States’
decision to exit the Paris Climate Accord. Climate Mayors was created because a
group of mayors wanted to assert their interest in the principals behind the Paris
Climate Accord, while America’s Pledge and We Are Still In are applicable to both
businesses and municipalities.
The Compact of Mayors has merged with the Global Covenant of Mayors for
Climate & Energy, which now has 7500 participating cities. The reporting platform
for this covenant is very robust, and while there are resources available to assist
with reporting, it would not be easy for most small communities.
C40 Cities started with the 40 largest cities in the world, and now has 90 member
communities, including Chicago. It is reserved for cities much larger than Wilmette.
The Chicago Climate Charter was launched by Mayor Rahm Emanuel. Ms. Makra
3

has some concerns about the Chicago Climate Charter. It was presented at a very
high-profile event, but not very well integrated into some of the existing programs.
51 communities signed on in North America, including 12 in Illinois. The Chicago
Climate Charter has not yet released their reporting platform, and it is unclear how
they will follow up on the reporting. Ms. Makra is not aware of any staff dedicated
to this in Chicago.
Commissioner Haut commented that some aspects of the GRC2 are still vague
because there are no standards for reporting. Ms. Makra responded that she didn’t
want to wait to launch the GRC2 until the reporting platform was ready. The GRC2
allows flexibility so that a community can be as strict or as robust as they want,
and allows the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus to target the whole region.
At Chairman Dunn’s prompting, Ms. Makra provided examples of communities that
have used or are currently using the GRC2 Framework to develop sustainability
plans, including Flossmoor, Hanover Park, Northbrook, and Grayslake.
Commissioner Andersen inquired about the process that these communities have
used, so that Wilmette can adapt it to our interests. Ms. Makra explained that the
Metropolitan Mayors Caucus held a workshop last year on how to use the
Framework, facilitated discussion between the communities regarding what
worked and what didn’t work. Commissioner Andersen thinks the Framework is
terrific because it would enable us to go through and identify things that resonate
with us and start to pick out some actionable goals by which to measure progress.
Commissioner Haut emphasized the importance of education in getting the public’s
support for these initiatives.
VI.

NEW BUSINESS
Commissioner Andersen presented information on Opti’s Continuous Monitoring
and Adaptive Control of Stormwater Infrastructure, as it relates to the proposed
Stormwater Improvement Project west of Ridge Road. Mr. Andersen explained that
intelligent management of stormwater would take part of the system offline during
periods of flash-floods, similar to how solar panels can take a home off of the grid
during peak hours. Commissioner Andersen has also contacted Village Engineer
Dan Manis about this.

VII.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Martha Hellander inquired if the EEC had been asked to weigh in on the proposed
Stormwater Improvement Project west of Ridge Road. Chairman Dunn explained
that the role of the EEC is primarily advisory, and we have to strike a balance
between offering our expertise and remembering that the Village Board looks to us
as a group of experts that helps them make good decisions. Generally speaking,
the EEC waits until the Village Board refers an issue down to the EEC.
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Ms. Hellander responded that the ordinance incorporating the EEC states that the
Commission is permitted to bring issues to the Village Board. Mr. Adler responded
that the Village has brought on a number of experts to assist the Professional
Engineers on staff with this stormwater discussion.
Chairman Dunn added that the EEC should not be involved as advocates for one
stormwater project over another. This would result in the Commission losing its
credibility by becoming too political in the context of Village government.
Commissioner Andersen reiterated that the GRC2 Framework is a great way for
the EEC to get organized around this Commission’s priorities.
VIII.

ADJOURNMENT

At approximately 7:55 p.m., the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully Submitted,
Kate Amoruso
Assistant to the Director of Engineering & Public Works
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ENGINEERING & PUBLIC WORKS
DEPARTMENT

(847) 853-7500
FAX (847) 853-7705
TDD (847) 853-7634
EMAIL pubworks@wilmette.com

Date:

July 20, 2018

To:

Chairman Dunn and Members of the Environmental and Energy Commission

From:

Kate Amoruso, Assistant to the Director of Engineering & Public Works

Subject:

Climate Mayors, Chicago Climate Charter, and Greenest Regions Compact 2 (GRC2)

The purpose of this memo is to provide the Environmental and Energy Commission (EEC) with
information regarding Climate Mayors, the Chicago Climate Charter, and the Greenest Regions Compact
2 (GRC2).
The EEC has been tasked with reviewing the requirements of participating in each of these agreements
and the potential impacts to the Village. Staff has summarized the requirements and impacts in the
table below.
Requirements

Impacts to the Village

- Pledge

Climate
Mayors

- Members may be asked to join in occasional letters
and statements
- No binding commitments, but members are asked to
achieve an emissions reduction target by developing a
Greenhouse Gas Inventory, setting targets to reduce
emissions, and developing a Climate Action Plan
- Mayoral signature on Charter

Chicago
Climate
Charter

- Achieve a percent reduction in greenhouse gas
emissions equal to or greater than the US’s Nationally
Determined Contributions to the Paris Agreement in
your respective city
- Quantify, track, and publically report on greenhouse
gas emissions

- No budgetary impact
- May be viewed as political in
nature due to opinions expressed
about the United States’ decision
to exit the Paris Climate Accord

- Unknown impact to budget and
staff time (reporting structure and
requirements not yet defined)
- May be viewed as political in
nature (created in direct reaction
to the United States’ decision to
exit the Paris Climate Accord)
- Budgetary impact controlled
entirely by the Village

GRC2

- Pass a resolution supporting the consensus goals

- Framework may be used to design
a Sustainability Plan specific to the
Village

Discussion
At the March 19, 2018 meeting of the Environmental and Energy Commission, Edith Makra, Director of
Environmental Initiatives of the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus, presented an overview of each of these
three compacts, and provided the EEC with her opinions on each.
Ms. Makra and the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus developed the Greenest Regions Compact 2 (GRC2) as
a collaboration of municipalities working towards sustainability. The only commitment required for
GRC2 membership is the adoption of a resolution supporting the GRC2 Consensus Goals (attached). The
Village would not be required to perform any reporting or to identify specific benchmarks in relation to
these Consensus Goals.
The GRC2 Framework is a companion document, which is an amalgamation of sustainability plans from
30 different communities in Illinois. Municipalities can use the GRC2 Framework as a template for
creating their own sustainability plans, and it is set up in a manner that would allow individual
municipalities to benchmark their progress easily, if they so choose. Ms. Makra explained that
eventually the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus would like to incorporate a system to track the
achievements of the GRC2 members and award their achievements with some sort of tiered recognition
program.
In regards to Climate Mayors and the Chicago Climate Charter, Ms. Makra expressed the opinion that
participation in both could be seen as political in nature. The Chicago Climate Charter was created by
Mayor Rahm Emanuel in direct response to the United States’ withdrawal from the Paris Climate Accord,
and the Charter itself makes overt references to “President Trump’s decision.” Climate Mayors was
founded in 2014, but membership tripled after the United States’ withdrew from the Paris Climate
Accord, and the climatemayors.org homepage currently invites visitors to “commit to uphold the Paris
Agreement goals.”
Staff shares Ms. Makra’s concerns that the Chicago Climate Charter is not very well-conceived. The
Charter includes a reporting aspect; however, its reporting platform has not yet been released.
Therefore, the Village would not be able to estimate how much staff time or budget would need to be
dedicated to participation in the Charter. It is also unclear how the Charter will follow up on reporting,
as Ms. Makra is not aware of any staff dedicated to this in Chicago.
Next Steps
On July 23, 2018, the EEC will meet to discuss Climate Mayors, the Chicago Climate Charter, and the
Greenest Regions Compact 2 (GRC2). As directed by the Administration Committee, the EEC will make a
recommendation to the Village Board which – if any – the Village should participate in. If the EEC
recommends joining any of these organizations, Staff will draft a memo to the Village Board
summarizing the recommendation and outlining specifically what the Village would be required to do
going forward.
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Braiman, Michael
Adler, John; McManus, Kate; Amoruso, Kate
FW: EEC recommendations
Thursday, August 2, 2018 1:21:24 PM

For the agenda packet.
From: Bielinski, Bob
Sent: Thursday, August 2, 2018 1:21 PM
To: Frenzer, Tim <frenzert@wilmette.com>; Braiman, Michael <braimanm@wilmette.com>
Subject: Fwd: EEC recommendations

Begin forwarded message:
From: Karen Glennemeier <kglennemeier@gmail.com>
Date: August 2, 2018 at 11:29:42 AM CDT
To: "Bielinski, Bob" <bielinskib@wilmette.com>, Dan Sullivan
<sullivand@wilmette.com>, Joel Kurzman <kurzmanj@wilmette.com>, Kathy
Dodd <doddk@wilmette.com>, Senta Plunkett <plunketts@wilmette.com>,
"Wolf, Julie" <wolfj@wilmette.com>, pearceg@wilmette.com
Subject: EEC recommendations
Dear Village Board of Commissioners:
It is my understanding that the Environmental and Energy Commission (EEC)
voted last week to recommend that the Wilmette Village Board pass resolutions to
have the Village President join the Climate Mayors pledge and to endorse the
Greenest Region Compact, which would help guide our village toward more
environmentally sustainable practices.
I heartily endorse these recommendations and hope that the Village Board will
pass the resolutions. The solutions to our greatest environmental challenges lie in
the hands of local communities, all of us working together to solve big problems.
I will be eager to roll up my sleeves and help us do so.
Sincerely,
Karen Glennemeier
719 Laurel Ave.
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From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Braiman, Michael
Adler, John
Frenzer, Tim
Fwd: GRC2 and Climate Mayors
Wednesday, August 22, 2018 7:34:45 PM

John,
For inclusion in the 8/28 agenda materials.
Sent from my iPhone
Begin forwarded message:
From: Jon Marshall <jhmwriter@gmail.com>
Date: August 22, 2018 at 6:31:22 PM CDT
To: plunketts@wilmette.com, wolfj@wilmette.com, pearceg@wilmette.com,
"Dodd, Kathy" <doddk@wilmette.com>, "Sullivan, Dan"
<sullivand@wilmette.com>, "Kurzman, Joel" <kurzmanj@wilmette.com>,
bielinskib@wilmette.com
Cc: Michael Braiman <braimanm@wilmette.com>
Subject: GRC2 and Climate Mayors
Dear President Bielinski and Trustees Wolf, Sullivan, Plunkett, Dodd, Kurzman and
Pearce,
During this summer when we have seen savage wildfires in California and across the West,
killer heat waves near the Arctic Circle in Europe, and record rainfall in our own Chicago
area, we are reminded once again how dangerous climate change is for the environment and
human lives. Wilmette is a leader in many ways, and I hope our village can show the way in
taking further action to address climate change. I encourage President Bielinski to share his
expertise in local government by joining the Climate Mayors and the Board to endorse the
Greenest Region Compact 2 (GRC2).
Please do so for the sake of our children and grandchildren.
Sincerely,
Jon Marshall

-Jon Marshall
(847) 846-1677 - cell
jhmwriter@gmail.com
Twitter: @MarshallReport
My book, Watergate's Legacy and the Press: The Investigative Impulse, is now
available from Northwestern University Press, amazon.com, and other online
booksellers
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August 23, 2018
President Belinski and Village Board Trustees
Resolution to join Climate Mayors
The Board of Directors for Go Green Wilmette (GGW) supports the recommendation of the
Wilmette’s Environmental & Energy Commission (WEEC) for our Village President to join
forces with mayors across the US in upholding the Paris Agreement goals. We have no doubt
that this kind of combined local effort will make a difference in the fight to combat climate
change.
Resolution to Endorse Greenest Region Compact 2
The GGW Board is especially supportive of the second WEEC recommendation to endorse
the Greenest Region Compact 2 (GRC2) consensus goals.* This collaborative project
provides practical, achievable and meaningful strategies for municipalities in Chicagoland to
help reduce waste and pollution. Our WEEC commissioners are well qualified to help oversee
the work entailed.
We encourage the Village Board to adopt and implement both resolutions.
Beth Drucker, President
*The GRC2 goals are tailored for municipal action in ten areas that include climate, economic
development, energy, land, leadership, mobility, municipal operations, sustainable
communities, water, waste and recycling.
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From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Kate Gjaja
Prejzner, John
Adler, John; Nancy Hoying LWV
Letter from LWV-Wilmette regarding recent EEC recommendation to the Village Board
Thursday, August 23, 2018 5:48:15 PM

John: Would you please forward this letter to the Village President and Trustees and include
in the meeting packet for August 28? Thank you.

President Bielinski and Village Trustees:
In our capacity as co-Presidents of the League of Women Voters of Wilmette (LWV-W), we
commend the Environmental and Energy Commission (EEC) for its July 23rd
recommendation to the Village Board to pass resolutions to:
1) Join Climate Mayors;
2) Endorse the Greenest Region Compact 2 (GRC2), and charge the EEC with overseeing
the pursuit of the consensus goals in the GRC2.
The LWV-W urges the Village Board of Trustees to pass these two resolutions.
The League’s support is based on our position on natural resources and the environment.
Our position states, in part, to: 1) preserve the physical, chemical, and biological integrity of
the ecosystem, with maximum protection of public health and the environment; and 2)
promote an environment beneficial to life through the protection and wise management of
natural resources in the public interest. In accordance with the LWV position, through the
LWVUS UN Observers, the LWV has been a longstanding participant in the Annual
Conference of the Parties to the 1992 United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC), which formulated the Kyoto Protocol and negotiated the Paris
Agreement.
The LWV believes that as citizens of the world we must protect our planet from the
physical, economic and public health effects of climate change while also supporting
prosperity. The League believes that averting the damaging effects of climate change
requires action from both individuals and governments at the local, state, national and
international levels.
The LWVW supports the EEC’s recent recommendation to pass the above resolutions,
based on our position and our belief that climate change is the greatest challenge to the
balance of our ecosystem. The passing of these two resolutions would be an important
step for Wilmette and its residents to increase their concerted efforts to fight climate
change, promote a healthy environment for today’s generation and generations to follow
and continue the Village of Wilmette’s role as model and leader for other communities.

Thank you for your consideration,
Kate Gjaja and Nancy Hoying
Co-Presidents, LWV-Wilmette

