RECALL OF THE GOVERNOR

(The following is excerpted from a pamphlet published by the League of Women Voters of Illinois.)
At the general election to be held on November 2, 2010, you will be asked to decide whether the Illinois Constitution should be amended to provide for a special election to recall a governor.
PROS:

· Recall improves the performance of elected officials

· Recall provides a way for voters to retain control over elected officials who are not representing the best interests of their constituents

· Recall stimulates interest in public affairs

· Recall encourages elected officials to be more responsive to constituents

· Voters should have the ability to remove a Governor mid-term

CONS:

· Recall puts an addition burden on the voter (longer ballots, more frequent elections)

· Electe4d official may feel unduly restrained; they may be reluctant to support action in the public interest for fear of recall

· Expense of addition recall election is not justified especially when impeachment or next election is available for getting rid of an elected official

· Recall can be used for partisan purposes

· Recall can lead to abuses by well-finance special interest groups

How does Recall differ from Impeachment?

Recall is a procedure that allows voters to remove and replace a public official during his or her term in office.  Impeachment is a legislative process whereby the House of Representatives brings specific charges and the Senate acts as jury to decide whether removal is warranted.  (The Illinois General Assembly impeached former Governor Rod Blagojevich in January, 2009.)
